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Spectacular racers 
and the return of 
a legendary name 


What’s your favourite racing machine? Unless you’re a big fan of 
Formula Ford (an entirely reasonable position!), the chances are 
your answer will be something with a decent amount of power, 
a car that looks and sounds impressive when it’s flat-chat. 

When assessing series, I like to look at three main criteria: the 
quality of the competitors; the closeness of the racing; and how 
spectacular the cars are — do they impress even when performing 
on their own, without wheel-to-wheel action? This motorsport 
monsters special is a celebration of the cars that provide a 
resounding ‘yes’ to that question. 

Some of the subjects are perhaps predictable — the first Formula 1 
turbo era was always going to appear (see page 18) — but others are 
more obscure. Most were successful, though there are some oddities 
that didn’t deliver on the potential they had on paper (p24). 

One car that narrowly missed the cut for this special was the 
Maserati 450S (above), the 40o0bhp, 4.5-litre V8 sports-racer that 
probably should have won the 1957 world sportscar championship. 
The famous Italian name has only appeared sporadically in motorsport 
since its heyday in the 1950s, but is now making a return (p4). It might 
take some time before a Formula E racer can be considered a monster, 
but it’s great to see Maserati heading back to race tracks. 
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MASERATI RETURNS WITH 
ELECTRIC RACE PROJECT 


Maserati will make a long-awaited return to motorsport 
in Formula E from the 2022-23 season, after signing up 
for the advent of the ‘Gen3’ regulations. The Italian 
manufacturer will end a lengthy hiatus from single- 
seater racing as a factory entrant spanning over 60 
years to join the all-electric series, in partnership 

with a yet-to-be-announced team — akin to fellow 
Stellantis marque DS and its deal with Techeetah. 

Maserati became part of the Stellantis automotive 
group at the start of 2021, following a merger between 
Fiat Chrysler Automobiles and the PSA Group, and is due 
to have electric variants of its full range, including the 
MC2o0 sportscar, by 2025. Stellantis outlined plans in 
the middle of 2021 to invest €3obillion through to the 
end of 2025 to develop its interests in electrification. 

A bespoke Gen3 powertrain, which will generate 
350kW in addition to a standard-spec front powertrain 
pushing 250kW, will be developed by Maserati. 
Although some aspects of hardware design will 
cross-pollinate between DS and Maserati, the 
two marques will still compete against each other 


» enjoyed success at wheel E 


» of Maserati 300S sportscar. 


and will not share software solutions. 

“The Maserati brand today is going back to the future, 
going back to its roots of racing.” said Maserati CEO 
Davide Grasso in a call to select media on Monday. “I’m 
extremely happy and excited to announce that Maserati 
is the first Italian brand to join Formula E from 2023. It 
couldn’t be a better way to start the new year. We feel 
we're ready. It was a very natural avenue for Maserati 
to start the first steps back into racing. We deliberately 
wanted to start with Formula E.” 

Formula E founder and chairman Alejandro Agag 
waxed lyrical about Maserati’s entry: “Probably one 
of the greatest days in the history of ABB Formula E 
Championship, to have a brand as iconic as Maserati 
with a racing heritage. The incredible history that 
Maserati has, to have this brand come into the ABB 
Formula E Championship, into the electric revolution 
that we’re pushing, is really an incredible moment for 
Formula E. It’s great to have an Italian team. And you 
know, it’s been a few seasons, it’s taken a few years, 
but I think it couldn’t be a better brand, a better 
team to come into the championship than Maserati.” 

Under the Officine Alfieri Maserati banner, the 
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class act in GT1 five . 
decades later... 
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marque ended its tenure as a manufacturer team in 
single-seater racing back in 1957, after Juan Manuel 
Fangio won his fifth Formula 1 title at the wheel of the 
250F. The model remained popular among privateers 
afterwards, remaining in use until the end of 1960, 
when the 2.5-litre engine regulations were phased out. 
Maserati also had a short tenure as an F1 engine 
supplier towards the end of the 1960s, contributing 
its three-litre V12s to Cooper from 1966-67 before 
the British constructor took on BRM powerplants. 
After a less successful period manufacturing touring 
cars, the Modena marque developed the MC12 for 
GT1 regulations. This made its debut in the FIA GT 
Championship in 2004 and enjoyed fantastic results 
in the category, extending its success by winning 
the first FIA GT1 Championship title in 2010. 


..-but shhh. Let’s not 
mention the BiTurbo 
a 

touring car of the 1980s 
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Aston chief Szafnauer 
departs despite denial 


Aston Martin has confirmed 
the departure of Formula 1 

team principal Otmar Szafnauer 
less than two months since he 
claimed he had “no intention 

of leaving” the squad. 

Autosport reported back in 
early November that Szafnauer, 
who joined the Silverstone-based 
team under its Force India guise 
in 2009, was expected to leave 
in order to take up a senior role 
with Alpine. Szafnauer issued a 
statement at the time claiming 
reports about his exit were “pure 
media speculation and not based 
on fact”. He confirmed he had a 
long-term contract in place with 
Aston Martin, but fell short of 
denying that he had spoken to 
Alpine about a potential role. 

Last Wednesday, Aston Martin 
issued a press release confirming 
Szafnauer’s departure. “His role at 
Aston Martin Cognizant Formula 
One Team will be managed within 
the leadership team until a 
replacement is appointed,” the 
statement read. “We would like to 
thank him for the service provided 
to the team over the past 12 years 
and wish him well for the future 
as he will undoubtedly take 
on new challenges. 

“Fortunately, we are led and 
managed by a strong group 
of individuals, and we are 
comfortable to take a little time to 
explore options before announcing 
anew team structure. The focus of 
the team is currently on preparing 
the most competitive car possible 
for the start of the 2022 season.” 


Aston Martin has undergone 
significant change since the team 
was acquired by Lawrence Stroll 
in the summer of 2018, saving 
Force India from collapse. It was 
initially rebranded as Racing 
oint, with Szafnauer stepping up 
as team principal and CEO, before 
coming Aston Martin in 2021, 
when it took seventh in the 
constructors’ championship with 
Sebastian Vettel and Lance Stroll. 
In September, Aston Martin 
hired Martin Whitmarsh as 
group CEO of its performance 
technologies arm. Whitmarsh was 
the Fi team principal for McLaren 
between 2009-13 before leaving in 
early 2014, and his appointment 
ed to questions about what it 
meant for Szafnauer’s future. 

Szafnauer always maintained 
that Whitmarsh’s arrival did 
not impact his role with Aston 
Martin, saying its Fi operations 
would “remain under my 
leadership and remit” He is yet 
to make any public comment 
about his departure, but any 
possible move to Alpine would 
likely come as part of a wider 
change at the top of the French- 
owned squad’s leadership team. 

Alpine CEO Laurent Rossi told 
Autosport in November that he 
was considering a shake-up of the 
management structure for 2022 
and would “assess that at the 
end of the season”. Last year, the 
team was jointly run by executive 
director Marcin Budkowski and 
racing director Davide Brivio, 
although Brivio has been linked 
with a possible return to MotoGP. 


13 JANUARY 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 5 


PIT + PADDOCK 


Palou joins Ganassi’s 
Daytona heavy hitters 


DAYTONA 24 HOURS 


Chip Ganassi Racing has once 
again delved into its IndyCar 
squad for additional drivers 
for its assault on the Daytona 
24 Hours later this month. 
Reigning series champion 
Alex Palou, as well as Scott 
Dixon and Marcus Ericsson, 
will be spread across its pair 
of Cadillac Daytona Prototype 
internationals at the IMSA 
SportsCar Championship’s 
opening round. 
Palou and Dixon will share 
one of the Ganassi DPi-V.Rs 
with full-season drivers 
Renger van der Zande and 
Sebastien Bourdais. Ericsson 
has been brought in together 
with Kevin Magnussen to join 
Alex Lynn and Earl Bamber 
in the other in the IMSA 
opener on 29-30 January. 
Spaniard Palou will be 
making his IMSA debut, but 


he is no stranger to sportscar 
racing. He drove a McLaren 
7208 GT3 ina partial Super 
GT campaign in 2019 for 
Team Goh alongside his 
Super Formula assault. 
Dixon, of course, is a Daytona 
stalwart: he will be bidding 
for a fourth overall Daytona 
victory in what will be his 
19th start in the race and 
18th with Ganassi. 

Former Caterham and 
Sauber F1 driver Ericsson 
will be racing a sportscar for 
the first time. He was listed 
against the solo Ganassi entry 
for the pre-Daytona ‘Roar’ test 
last year, but did not drive. 
Magnussen is making a return 
to the team with which he 
undertook a full IMSA season 
last year ahead of his World 
Endurance Championship 
campaign with Peugeot. 

“Tn today’s world of equal 
performance standards, the 


driver’s contribution is the 
ultimate separator,” said 
Ganassi managing director 
Mike Hull. “Our roster has 
eight of the very best in 
equal Cadillacs. Bamber, 
Bourdais, Ericsson, Dixon, 
Lynn, Magnussen, Palou 


and van der Zande — this 
group drives as one.” 

Gani has yet to reveal 
who will join the regular 
drivers for the other long- 
distance races that make up 
IMSA’s Endurance Cup. 
GARY WATKINS 


Penske enters WEC and Le Mans LMP2 fray 


WEC 


US motorsport powerhouse Penske will join 
the World Endurance Championship this 
year in LMP2 as it gears up for the arrival of 
Porsche’s new LMDh prototype in 2023. It 
will be the first world championship assault 
by the team since it withdrew from Formula 1 
at the end of 1976, and means a return to 
the Le Mans 24 Hours for the first time 
since running a Ferrari 512M in 1971 (below). 
Penske’s participation in the WEC with 
a solo ORECA-Gibson 07 was confirmed 
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when a record 39-car entry was published 
on Wednesday. Its return to the prototype 
ranks in P2 is a precursor to factory assaults 
on both the WEC and the IMSA SportsCar 
Championship with Porsche next year. 
Felipe Nasr and Dane Cameron will be 
part of the line-up after being announced 
as Porsche drivers in December. They will 
be joined in the car by French veteran 
Emmanuel Collard, who will be the 
mandatory silver-rated driver after 
being downgraded from gold following 
his soth birthday last year. 


ALLPICS 
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Penske is part of a 15-car LMP2 entry, 
up from last year’s 11 cars. 
Ultra-successful single-seater team 
Prema’s entry has been confirmed as it 
moves into the sportscar arena for the first 
time. Robert Kubica will return to a team for 
which he drove in Formula 3 in 2003, along 
with his 2021 European Le Mans Series 
co-champion, Louis Deletraz. They will 
be joined by FIA Formula 3 race winner 
Lorenzo Colombo as the silver driver. 
Ex-Sauber F1 driver Esteban Gutierrez 
moves into sportscars for the first time 
with the Inter Europol team. Will Stevens 
replaces the retired Anthony Davidson in 
the #38 Jota ORECA, while the drivers in 
the British team’s second entry include 
IndyCar racer Ed Jones. Sean Gelael’s switch 
from Jota to WRT has been confirmed, and 
WRT’s second entry has been revealed as 
a link-up with Swiss entrant RealTeam. 
The Hypercar entry is as expected. 
The two Toyotas are joined by the pair 
of new Peugeot 9X8s, the solo Alpine 
grandfathered LMP1 car, and one full- 
season entry from Glickenhaus, which 
has Olivier Pla listed against it. 
GARY WATKINS 
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Kevin Kalkhoven 1944-2022 


OBITUARY 


Kevin Kalkhoven, who died on 4 January 
at the age of 77 after a short illness, left 
an indelible mark in racing. The former 
co-owner of the Champ Car World 
Series, Cosworth, Pi Electronics and 
the KV Racing team can also take 
half the credit for the reunification 
of top-line US open-wheel racing. 
Kalkhoven, a venture capitalist and 
co-founder of KPLJ Ventures, entered 
racing in the winter of 2002-03, when 
he and Jacques Villeneuve’s former 
usiness partner Craig Pollock formed 
PK Racing. At the end of 2003, CART 
went bankrupt so Kalkhoven and Gerry 
Forsythe, a long-time CART Indycar 
team owner, outbid Indy Racing League 
‘ounder Tony George for CART’s assets 
to form the Champ Car World Series. To 
safeguard CCWS’s future, Kalkhoven and 
Forsythe also bought into its crown jewel 
race, the Grand Prix of Long Beach, and 
acquired Cosworth and Pi from Ford. 
PK Racing became PKV Racing 
the following year, with Kalkhoven’s 
business partner Dan Pettit replacing 
Pollock as the ‘P’ of PK, and ‘V’ denoting 
Jimmy Vasser, the 1996 CART Indycar 
champion who became an owner/driver. 
N 2005, the team was joined by 
another former champion, Cristiano 
da Matta, who scored its first win at 
Portland, and over the next two and a 
half years PKV added a handful more 


podiums. Then, during the 2007-08 
off-season, Kalkhoven and George 
agreed terms on a much-needed merger 
between the IRL and Champ Car to 
‘orm the current IndyCar Series. 

Now purely a team co-owner with 
Vasser (Pettit had departed the scene), 
alkhoven saw Will Power win the final 
Champ Car race for KV — appropriately 
at Long Beach, 2008. But, following 
ower’s departure, it took a couple of 
seasons before the team could score 
regular top-fives, that consistency 
coinciding with the arrival of former 
champion Tony Kanaan in 2011. 

Kanaan took the team to victory in 
the 2013 Indianapolis 500, while in the 
squad’s final three years, 2014-16, as it 
evolved into KVSH Racing with James 


Kanaan gave KV squad 
Indy 500 glory in 2013 


Sullivan also investing, Sebastien 
Bourdais would rack up four more wins. 

The team was dissolved, but 
Kalkhoven remained involved in the 
GP of Long Beach and Cosworth. His 
efforts at Cosworth earned him an 
honorary doctorate at the University 
of Northampton for developments in 
technology and motorsports, and he also 
set up Cosworth’s North American base 
in Michigan. Cosworth’s statement last 
week said Kalkhoven “worked tirelessly 
to ensure that the business not only 
retained its relevancy in the motorsport 
and automotive sectors, but also 
expanded into adjacent markets, such 
as marine, defence and aerospace”. 

“Motorsports has lost one of its true 
leaders,” commented Roger Penske. 
“Kevin Kalkhoven had a great passion 
for open-wheel racing, and his vision 
and support helped guide the sport 
through some turbulent times,” 
adding that Kalkhoven “had an 
incredible impact on IndyCar”. 

Mark Miles, president and CEO of 
Penske Entertainment Corp, described 
Kalkhoven as a “colourful, forceful 
personality who constantly brought new 
ideas to the table in an effort to grow the 
sport” McLaren CEO Zak Brown noted 
his friend’s philanthropy — Kalkhoven 
served on the board of Paul Newman’s 
Hole in the Wall Camps for seriously ill 
children, and was also a benefactor to the 
Mayo Clinic and the Canary Foundation. 

Power said he was “grateful” to 
alkhoven, who was important to his 
career in several ways, and noted that the 
quality of KV Racing “probably helped 
get me noticed by Roger [Penske] and 
Tim [Cindric, Team Penske president]. 

Vasser added: “Kevin Kalkhoven lived 
life to the absolute fullest. He showed 
how life was to be lived... I will miss 
his mischievous smile and uproarious 
laughter. Rest in peace, dear friend.” 
DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 
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Barnicoat leads Mercedes 
team to Abu Dhabi victory 


GULF 12 HOURS 


The 2 Seas Motorsport team took its 
second successive victory in the Gulf 


12 Hours last wee! 
year it claimed ho! 
with a McLaren, t 


end. Whereas last 
nours in Bahrain 
his time it did so 


back in the event’s natural home 
of Yas Marina with a Mercedes. 

Outgoing McLaren factory pilot 
Ben Barnicoat had never driven a 
Mercedes-AMG GT3 until the week 
of the race, but combined with Martin 
Kodric and Isa Al Khalifa to finish 
first in both six-hour ‘heats’ The first 
part ended in a 2 Seas 1-2, with the 
sister Mercedes of single-seater 
convert and GT newcomer Casper 
Stevenson, plus Ian Loggie and 
Morgan Tillbrook, finishing just 
four seconds adrift. 

The Attempto Racing Audi team 
failed to finish the first part due to 
gearbox failure. With no chance of a 
good result overall, Dries Vanthoor 
nevertheless charged the R8 LMS into 
the lead in the second stanza. But 
after two hours, co-driver Alex Aka 
made contact with a Ferrari, and 


damage to the left-front of the car 
left the team out of the race. 

While 2 Seas had changed brake 
calipers on its winning Mercedes in 
the interval following a leakage in race 
one, its hopes of an overall 1-2 were 
scuppered when the second car lost 
time repairing a loose skid block. 
This promoted the SPS Mercedes of 
Dominik Baumann, Valentin Pierburg 
and Christoph Lenz to second, one lap 
adrift of the victors. They defeated 
the Kessel Racing-run VR46 Ferrari 
488 Italia GT3 (below) by just 
23 seconds. VR46 patron Valentino 
Rossi stood down from the event 
due to being in close contact with 
someone with COVID-19, so the team 
rought in hired gun David Fumanelli 
to do the legwork in fighting onto the 
podium with Luca Marini and Alessio 
Salucci. The second 2 Seas Mercedes 
finished up in fourth place. 

Alongside the 12-strong GT3 field 
was a three-car GT4 ensemble, with 
British GT Cup regular Greystone 
taking victory with its McLaren 570S 
GT4 in the hands of Oliver Webb, 
amie Clarke and Iain Campbell. 
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Bourdais lands 
belated WEC gig 


WEC 


Sebastien Bourdais will contest the 
full World Endurance Championship 
for the first time this season. Ten years 
after he was left high and dry by Peugeot’s 
decision to axe its LMP1 programme 
ahead of the inaugural year of the reborn 
series in 2012, he has been signed 
for an LMP2 campaign by the new 
Silverstone-based Vector Sport squad. 
The Frenchman will race in the WEC 
alongside a full programme in the IMSA 
SportsCar Championship with the Chip 
Ganassi Racing Cadillac operation as he 
concentrates on endurance racing after his 
departure from the AJ Foyt Racing IndyCar 
squad. He will join Audi factory driver 
Nico Muller, who was revealed as part of 
the line-up for the solo ORECA-Gibson 07 
when Vector announced itself to the world 
last year, and silver-ranked Ryan Cullen. 
Bourdais worked with Vector team 
principal Gary Holland at the Le Mans 
24 Hours in 2020 when he drove a 


GTE Pro Ferrari 488 GT 
Competizione alongsid 
and Jules Gounon. Hol! 


TE Evo for Risi 
le Oliver Pla 
land’s operation 


subsequently ran a P2 ORECA under 

the Risi banner at Le Mans last year. 
“Tt’s tough to know what expectations 

are realistic as LMP2 is such a big and 

competitive field but it’s a very exciting 

prospect,” said Bourdais, 42. “We are all 

similar in terms of equipment, I’ll be 

alongside some very cool dudes as my 

team-mates, including Nico, and it’ll 

be a great experience running in the 

WEC. The Vector Sport programme 

complements the Cadillac CGR deal 

extremely well. I can’t wait to get started 

with my busy 2022 year ahead!” 
Holland added that the veteran 

of 14 starts at Le Mans “will be a 

valuable asset to our young team”. 

GARY WATKINS 
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Hyundai has taken the covers off its all-new World Rally Championship Rally1 hybrid challenger ahead of next week’s Monte Carlo Rally season 
opener. The South Korean marque is the first team to show off its new 2022 car in its distinctive warpaint. The i20 N Rally1 will be piloted by Thierry 
Neuville and 2019 WRC champion Ott Tanak across the full 13-round championship, while new signing Oliver Solberg will share the third entry with 
the experienced Dani Sordo across the season. M-Sport Ford and Toyota are due to unveil their 2022 cars on Saturday. Photo by WRC 


Bathurst 12 Hour “has to happen”, says Ratel 


The Bathurst 12 Hour round 
of the Intercontinental GT 
Challenge will go ahead this 
year, even if it can’t take place 
on its scheduled date next 
month in the face of rising 
COVID cases in Australia. 
IGTC boss Stephane Ratel 
revealed that his organisation is 
in a constant dialogue with event 
promoter Supercars and hinted 
that the race could be pushed 
back to later in the year. He 
ruled out a cancellation of the 
event for a second year in a row. 
“It has to happen: if the 
worse comes to the worse and 
it can’t happen on 27 February, 


then we will find a new date,” 
said Ratel. “SRO and Supercars 
agree on that. The event was 
cancelled last year, so we 
cannot lose the momentum. 

“Of course we are looking at 
alternatives. We could run it 
March, April or into May. We 
know that holding it later won’t 
be a problem for our European 
teams because they don’t 
use the same chassis as for 
their other programmes.” 

Ratel also said that there are 
currently no issues surrounding 
the rescheduled final round 
of the 2021 series set for former 
South African Grand Prix 
venue Kyalami on 5 February. 


Enjoying c 
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Former BMW junior Ricky Collard is 
planning to contest his first full season in the 
British Touring Car Championship — and 
it could be in a Laser Tools Racing Infiniti. 
The son of BTCC veteran Rob Collard 
raced in the final four rounds of the 2018 
season, when he replaced his father, who 
had suffered concussion, in a West Surrey 
Racing-run BMW 125i M Sport. But Collard 
Jr, now 25, has not enjoyed a full season of 
racing in the UK since he finished second in 
the 2016 BRDC British Formula 3 standings. 
Collard, who was a race winner in ADAC 
GT Masters with BMW and then in the 
2019 Blancpain GT Sprint Cup with an 
R-Motorsport Aston Martin, wants to 


follow in his father’s footsteps by joining 
the BTCC full-time. “I loved the little bit of 
touring cars that I’ve done,” he said. “It’s the 
only championship I’ve competed in that I 
haven’t won in [he scored a best result of 
third at Silverstone, above], but it’s a family 
legacy that I would love to continue. 

“People have got to have respect for 
touring cars. They see a touring car driver 
jump into a GT and not be on the pace, but 
I guarantee you that a GT driver wouldn’t 
be on the pace in a touring car either.” 

One appeal for Collard of the Infiniti Qso 
is that it would be more likely to suit him 
given his rear-wheel-drive background. 

Of the LTR squad, he said: “I'd really like to 
be on the touring car grid and they’ve been 
spot-on with me. They’re doing everything 


they can and I've got to say a big thank 
you to them. I’m trying my best, they’re 
trying their best. If I can win in the BTCC, 
it would mean more to me than any other 
accomplishment. It’s a big, emotional 
family attachment.” 

LTR boss Bob Moffat said: “We’re 
speaking to a couple of people. We would 
love to have Ricky on board. Watching him 
previously, I think he’s a very special young 
driver. He would fit in fantastically.” 

The team has already named the first two 
drivers of what it hopes will be a three-car 
line-up in the wake of the departure of 
reigning champion Ash Sutton. Moffat’s 
son Aiden stays on, joined by single- 
seater graduate Dexter Patterson. 


Pourchaire stays at ART for F2 title challenge 


Sauber junior Theo 
Pourchaire will stay with 
ART Grand Prix for his 
second season of FIA 
Formula 2 this year. 

The French 18-year-old 
finished fifth in his rookie 
season in 2021. Aged just 17, 
he became F2’s youngest 
race winner when he took 
victory in Monaco’s feature 
race from pole position. 

He also raced with ART 


in FIA F3 in 2020, when 
he finished as runner-up. 

“I am proud to be 
continuing in F2 with 
ART Grand Prix in 2022,” 
said Pourchaire. “This will 
be our third year together 
and it has become like 
family to me.” 

Pourchaire made his F1 
debut in a private test at the 
Hungaroring last August in 
the 2019 Alfa Romeo C38. 

Alfa Romeo Fi boss Fred 
Vasseur previously said 
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Pourchaire was in a “very 
good situation” and that he 
will “for sure” be given the 
chance to drive the team’s 
Fi car again this season. 
But Vasseur said it would 
have been “too risky” for 
Pourchaire to graduate 
straight to an Fi race seat. 
“F1 is like a gun with one 
single bullet,” he said. “If 
you do shit on the first one, 
you are dead. It means that 
you have to get it right.” 


Verstappen Sr to race Porsche 


As if the motorsport world wasn’t 
sufficiently replete with the family’s 
exploits this winter in the United Arab 
Emirates, newly crowned world champion 
Max Verstappen’s father Jos is to make a 
racing return in this weekend’s Dubai 24 
Hours at the wheel of a Porsche. 

Ex-Formula 1 racer and Porsche RS 
Spyder LMP2 ace Verstappen Sr, who has 
not competed since driving a BMW Z4 in 
the 2012 Baku City Challenge, is taking part 
in the 992 class for Porsche Supercup and 
Carrera Cup machinery with Team GP Elite, 
the squad that ran Larry ten Voorde to the 
2021 Supercup title. He will team up with 
Thierry Vermeulen — the son of Verstappen 
Jr’s manager Raymond Vermeulen raced last 
season in the Benelux Carrera Cup — along 
with Roger Hodenius and Steven van Rhee. 
Ranged against the all-Dutch quartet in the 
class are 15 more Porsches, with compatriot 
and international veteran Jeroen 
Bleekemolen among the competitors. 

The overall winner is almost certain to 
come from among the 28 GT3 cars entered. 
Among the established leading contenders 
in the category are Raffaele Marciello 
(HRT Mercedes-AMG GT3), Nick Yelloly 


(Schubert Motorsport BMW M4 GT3), 
Klaus Bachler and Matteo Cairoli (in 
separate Dinamic Motorsport Porsche 911 
GT3-Rs), Maro Engel and Jules Gounon 
(SPS Mercedes), Mirko Bortolotti (Barwell 
Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan GT3 
Evo), Sven Muller with Aussie Supercars 
rising star Anton De Pasquale (Herberth 
Motorsport Porsche), and Charlie Eastwood 
(TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage GT3). 
Formula E and DTM refugee Joel Eriksson, 
who was runner-up to Lando Norris in the 
2017 Formula 3 European Championship, 
pilots a Leipert Motorsport Lamborghini. 
n the GT4 class, much interest from 
Yorkshire will surround the round-the- 
clock debut of the new Ginetta Gs6. 
Marque stalwart Colin White’s CWS 
Motorsport team has entered the car for 
White himself, Ginetta chairman Lawrence 
Tomlinson, factory driver Mike Simpson 
and ex-IndyCar racer James Jakes, who 

is making his return to competition. 
Former World Touring Car champion 
Rob Huff joins Autorama Motorsport by 
Wolf-Power to race an Audi RS3 LMS 

in the TCR class, with British GT ace 

Sam Neary among his opposition in 

a Volkswagen Golf. The total entry 

for the race numbers 82 cars. 


IN THE HEADLINES 


YELLOLY IN M4 AT DAYTONA 
Nick Yelloly and Sheldon van der 
Linde will join the Rahal IMSA squad 
for the first time at the Daytona 24 
Hours later this month. The BMW 
factory drivers have been named as 
part of a two-car squad of new M4 
GT3s entered in the GT Daytona Pro 
class, They will will share with Philipp 
Eng and Marco Wittmann, while the 
second car will be raced by Augusto 
Farfus, John Edwards, Connor De 
Phillippi and Jesse Krohn. BMW has 
yet to reveal full-season drivers for 
what is expected to be a one-car 
championship assault. 


FERRARI PROTEGES IN FRAC 


The Prema-assisted Mumbai Falcons 
team has assembled a strong line-up 
of Prema-connected drivers for 

the Formula Regional Asian 
Championship, which kicks off next 
week, FIA Formula 3 race winner 
Arthur Leclerc and FR European racer 
Dino Beganovic, Ferrari proteges both, 
will contest all five rounds. Sebastian 
Montoya, son of Juan Pablo, will 
contest the first three events only so 
he does not lose his rookie eligibility 
for his step up to the European series. 
He will be replaced for the final two 
rounds by Prema’s new FIA F3 signing 
and Ferrari recruit Ollie Bearman. 


PERONI SPORTSCAR SWITCH 


Former Indy Lights and FIA Formula 3 
racer Alex Peroni has joined G-Drive 
Racing for this year’s European Le 
Mans Series. The Australian will drive 
one of two ORECA-Gibson 07s - run 
in conjunction with Algarve Pro - 
together with John Falb and James 
Allen in the Pro-Am P2 sub-class. 


OPTIMUM JOINS IMSA FIELD 
British team Optimum Motorsport 
will contest the full IMSA SportsCar 
Championship in the GT Daytona class 
with a McLaren 720S GT3. Full-season 
drivers Ollie Millroy and Brendan Iribe 
will be joined at the season-opening 
Daytona 24 Hours by Jordan Pepper 
and Frederik Schandorff, 
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NEW FOR 20ee arip2 


CALENDAR 
(1 


i 


2/3 APRIL 
SNETTERTON 300 


(HEADLINE ROUND) 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
PARTNERED BY THE BRDC CAG 


@ 


16 & 18 APRIL 
OULTON PARK 


(BRITISH GT/GB3) 


Eight event calendar across five premier UK circuits 
Each round will feature qualifying and three races 


Supremely safe Tatuus F4-T014 chassis, utilised in 
F4 championships across the world 


g 


Eligible drivers From as young as 15 years old 


can enter 7/8 MAY 


SILVERSTONE GP 


Season budgets From around £60,000 for a (BRITISH G1/GB3) 


privateer to an anticipated £120,000 to £150,000 
running with a professional team 


Y 


Seven events running alongside GB3, mostly 
on the prestigious British GT package 28/29 MAY 


DONINGTON PARK GP 


(BRITISH GT/GB3) 


£50,000 prize for the champion towards their 
next single seater campaign 


i 


25/26 JUNE 
SNETTERTON 300 


(BRITISH GT/GB3) 


g 


30/31 JULY 
SILVERSTONE GP 


(GB3) 


NS 


10/11 SEPTEMBER 
BRANDS HATCH GP 


(BRITISH GT/GB3) 


For Further details and car purchasing enquiries please 
contact James Gornall at james.gornall(€msv.com 


1” 


Y 


15/16 OCTOBER 
DONINGTON PARK GP 


(BRITISH GT/GB3) 


OPINION PIT + PADDOCK 


Why Maserati is making a return 


The storied marque’s decision to race in Formula E is no mere branding exercise — 


it’s integral to its plans to invest and innovate in the electrification of its road cars 


JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 


t’s beenalong time since the famous Maserati 
name graceda single-seater world championship 
I with its presence. Then, it competed ina world 
where hay bales lined fast and dangerous circuits, 
captured on black-and-white film, as drivers 
diced with skinny tyres and no downforce. Now, 62 years after 
the title-winning 250F was put out to pasture when Formula1 
introduced its 1.5-litre engine formula, Maserati has announced 
its long-awaited return to the arena. Unlike its 1950s F1 
counterparts in Ferrari and Alfa Romeo, the Modena 
manufacturer willjoin Formula E for the start ofits 
Gen3 regulations, debuting in the 2022-23 season. 

Following its absorption into the Stellantis umbrella, formed 
by amerger of Fiat Chrysler Automobiles and the PSA Group, 
Maserati had sought a return to the world of motorsport. Since 
departing F1 as amanufacturer entity at the end of 1957, the 
Trident’s appearance within racing has been sporadic at best, 
mostly underpinned by its efforts in sportscar racing, and 
often with limited resources. 

Stellantis’s new direction for its automotive brands has 
beenaconsiderable driving factor behind Maserati’s move 
into Formula E. It announced midway through 2021 that it held 
grand plans to invest heavily into electrification for its fleet of 
14 marques, to the tune of €3obillion through to 2025. Maserati 


“With Formula E trying to rebuild 
its allure, attracting Maserati 
will have been a huge relief” 


is to offer electric versions ofits full range of vehicles by 2025, 
starting with the MC20 sportscar. 

Inits Formula E plan of attack, Maserati won’t stray too far from 
the formula that made Stellantis stablemate DS so successful with 
Techeetah. Instead of building an entirely new team from the 
ground up, Maserati will partner up with a yet-to-be-announced 
existing team so that it can divert its full focus to its obligations 
as amanufacturer entity. Further to that, there is expected to bea 
modicum of cross-pollination in the powertrain hardware between 
DS and Maserati, although the extent of that is yet to be defined. 

That said, Stellantis Motorsport’s senior vice-president Jean- 
Marc Finotis keen to underline that DS and Maserati will function as 
two distinct and separate teams, with both given licence to fight for 
glory inthe championship. Most of that will come from each team’s 


individual progression in software, a key battleground in Formula E. 

Regardless, stepping into Formula E is a win for those within 
Maserati who wanted to sanction the make’s return to racing. 

It aligns perfectly with its desire to increase its range of electric 
cars, reinvigorate a brand that has largely been overlooked in 
comparison to some ofits larger stablemates, and gives the 
marque achance to develop its electric powertrain products 
further ina motorsport environment. 

Although Formula E does have limited lessons on offer for 
EV makers, the changes to the championship in the future and the 
possibilities for growth will yield more developmental capabilities. 
Maserati CEO Davide Grasso explained that he sees FormulaEasa 
“laboratory” for Maserati, and expects to see the innovations used 
within the championship trickle down into the road car division. 

“This is not just a branding move,’ Grasso stated. “It would be 
very respectable for anybody or any brand, but from our point 
of view it would be alittle shallow. One of the reasons why we 
wanted to make this move, and one of the reasons why this is 
the right timing, is because we see Formula E asa laboratory 
for us to accelerate development into electrification. 

“Tt’s no difference with what Formula 1 or the World Rally 
Championship or other types of competitions have meant for 
combustion engines in the past. So by the same token, we are 
looking at Formula E as a place which will enable and challenge us 
to accelerate the development of electrified types of technologies, 
to then bring some of those solutions to the cars that we are going 
to deliver to consumers to be driven on the roads, which will be 
the entire range that we have will be fully electrified by 2025.” 

But just as Maserati needs Formula E to build its electric vehicle 
credentials, the its entry is also a huge win for Formula E. It’s 
no secret that the championship’s organisers have struggled to 
keep its manufacturers interested in the series, largely in part 
due to the limited knowledge on offer from being involved. 

Audiand BMW have both departed as manufacturer entities 
ahead of the upcoming eighth season of the championship, 
while Mercedes will leave at the end of the year ahead of the 
Gen3 regulations. The long-term involvement of Porsche 
is also in doubt, given its apparent interest injoining F1as 
apower-unit supplier from 2026. 

With Formula E thus attempting to rebuild the allure of the 
championship, managing to attract Maserati will have been a 
huge relief. Its illustrious history makes Maserati one of the most 
evocative names in racing, one that has been sadly dormant for a 
considerable period of time. But just as Juan Manuel Fangio and 
Stirling Moss brought glory to Modenain the 1950s, Maserati’s 
reborn racing efforts will hope to recapture those sepia-tinged 
memories in glorious technicolour. # 
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Audt1’s Dakar boost is good for all 


The impressive pace and resilience exhibited so far by the manufacturer’s new hybrid 


RS Q e-tron on one of the world’s toughest tests bodes well for the event’s future 


RACHIT THUKRAL 


udi wasn’t overselling its Dakar Rally contender 
when it described it as the most complex race car 
A it has ever built. The German manufacturer had 
to put together everything it learned during its 
time in FormulaE and the DTM into a package 
that could tackle the world’s most gruelling cross-country rally. 

The hardest part of the job was preparing a powertrain based 
on Dakar’s new regulations for electric and hybrid vehicles. 

This is where Audi’s FE expertise came in handy, with the MGU 
it designed for season seven in 2020-21 brought in to power the 
twoaxles, There is a full-sized petrol engine inside the car too, 
derived from Audi’s ultra-successive Class 1 programme, to 
recharge the 52k W battery. Addin many, many lines of software 
code to the equation and you can see why Audi thinks this RS Q 
e-tron is even more complex that its R18 LMP1 challenger, 
which wasa technological marvel in its own right. 

Foracar this incredibly complicated to build, you could assume 
that it would easily break when subjected to extreme conditions 
in the deserts of Saudi Arabia. But the powertrain has proved 
bulletproof so far in the 44th running of the Dakar Rally, something 
that surprised even FIA Cross-Country Rally Commission 
president Jutta Kleinschmidt. There have been some teething 
problems elsewhere, with suspension components in particular 
bogging down both Carlos Sainz Sr and Stephane Peterhansel, but 


“Plans have been laid out to 
make a full switch to low- 
emission vehicles by 2030” 


those issues could be solved as Audi gains more experience. 

The outright pace of the RS Q e-tron has been impressive too, 
amajor feat considering it is going up against petrol-powered cars 
from Toyota, Prodrive (Bahrain Raid Xtreme) and X-raid Mini. It 
took just three stages for Audi to chalk up a first win in the Dakar 
andits three cars have regularly run at the front since then, even 
scoring a 1-2-4 result on stage eight. Ifit wasn’t for a disastrous 
opening stage in Ha’il, where Sainz and Mattias Ekstrom lost 
several hours at a tricky waypoint and Peterhansel broke the 
rear axle of his car, then Audi might well have been leading the 
charge against Nasser Al-Attiyah in the overall standings. 

Of course, it would be unfair not to credit the driving trio for 
their role in Audi’s early success. The German manufacturer spared 
no efforts in preparing a‘dream team’ for its Dakar endeavour, 
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poaching‘Mr Dakar’ Peterhansel and Sainz from X-raid Mini to 
lead the charge. The two have collectively won the Dakar Rally 17 
times, including five times in the past six years. The team’s third 
driver Ekstrom is best knownas atwo-time DTM champion, 
but his experience and knowledge goes far beyond circuit racing 


thanks to his recent exploi 
Audi was never going to 


itsin World Rallycross and Extreme E. 
win the Dakar outright onits debut, 


even if it had rocked up witha combustion-engine car. It’snota 


rally you can crack at your 
before Audi found out. Ta 


rst attempt, as several manufacturers 
e Peugeot, for example, which endured 


a woeful outing on its return to the Dakar in 2015 and was forced to 


go back to the drawing board to turn t! 


2008 DKR into a winner. 


So, it’s to Audi’s credit that it has enjoyeda much more fruitful 


outing than its former LMI 


1 rival on its Dakar debut. The RSQ 


e-tron has already proved to be a car that can beat Toyota and 

Prodrive on its day, and consistently run near the front no matter 

what conditions Dakar’s stages throw at it. With the package 

upgraded and the technical niggles fixed, the RS Q e-tron could 

become a serious contender when it returns to the Dakar next year. 
Audi wouldn’t have entered the Dakar ifit wasn’t confident 

of winning it at some point, but its latest motorsport programme 


also allows it to test new te 
taking the RS Qe-trontot 
Audihasa chance to prove 


chnologies in extreme conditions. By 
e vast stretches of the Arabian desert, 
that electric cars can handle more than 


just a daily short commute to work. 
That said, the RS Q e-tron as it stands nowis far from perfect. 


It relies ona petrol engine 


ecause today’s electric powertrains are 


still not advanced enough to complete 700km or more ina single 
day without needing to stop for a recharge. But not toolongago, 
Formula E drivers were having to swap their cars mid-race, and now 


the seriesis on the verge o! 


introducing a powerful Gen3 car capable 


of producing the equivalent of 470bhp. So, youcan hope that Audi 

willeventually be able to eliminate the TFSI motor from the car, 

making the issue of range anxiety a thing of the past. 
Allinall,amanufacturer-entered electric car is alandmark 


momentin the history of t 
laid out plans to make a ful 
2030, a massive task given 


he Dakar Rally. Organiser ASO has 
switch to low-emission vehicles by 
that the majority of the entries are 


from privateer teams and drivers. But Audi’s success could 
herald anew breed of electric and hybrid cars in the coming 
years, as more and more manufacturers and independent 
squads gain the confidence to make the switch from the 
proven combustion engine. And, having committed to the 
new rules in the first year of their introduction, Audi will 
have the first-mover advantage over its rivals. 4# 
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OPINION 


As for a stain on the outcome, I doubt whether Verstappen will care, 


since in his own mind he has won it fair and square 


JOHN TURNER 


Two sides of the story 
The letters from Messrs Street and Valiente in your Christmas 
double issue (23-30 December) highlight the opposing camps 
regarding the outcome of the Formula1 world championship 
and how it was achieved. 
While it is hard to disagree with the contents of Mr Street’s 
first two paragraphs, I take issue with his subsequent comments. 
Mercedes did absolutely the right thing to pull away from pursuing 
a further appeal. We all saw what happened at Abu Dhabi and 
Lewis Hamilton had Max Verstappen well beaten, but no one 
wants a title decided away from the track andas for a stain on 
the outcome, there are precedents. I doubt whether Verstappen 
will care, since inhis own mindhe has wonit fair and square. 
Incidentally, if we are going to discard the results of any of this 
year’s races, surely the farce at Spa would be top of the list! 
Mr Valiente’s letter on the other handis a true masterpiece 
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in selective bias. The Verstappen fans constantly point to 
Silverstone because it is the one race where they may have a case, 
albeit overblown by the increasingly vocal and confrontational 
Christian Horner, andit’s no surprise that Toto Wolff eventually 
decided to respond. They all conveniently ignore Verstappen’s 
inability to give racing room at various other races where Hamilton 
had tojump out of his way to avoid contact. He would do well to 
study his team-mate Sergio Perez’s superb battle with Hamilton 
at the last race to prove it can be done. In mitigation, however, 
Ido question whether some of the circuits are really fit for 

the performance of current F1 cars. 

Inhis comments regarding Wolff, Mr Valiente fails to comment 
upon Horner’s own (and apparently successful) radio intervention. 
Ireally don’t think Wolff has need to ‘take note’ of anything here. 
John Turner 
By email 


The #46 Ferrari 488 GT3 of MotoGP rider Luca Mari 
Salucci and David Fumanelli (standing in for self-quarantining 
Valentino Rossi) charges to third place in the Gulf 12 Hours 
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Cars that chew rubber, 
spit flames and go sideways 


KEVIN TURNER 


otorsport is brilliant for lots of reasons. For some 
fans, the biggest appeal is the wheel-to-wheel acti 
while for others it’s the combination of human 
endeavour and technical excellence. But there’ 
raw, more visceral element to it. One of the criticisms 
of modern motorsport is that we’re too good at it. 
jent and tend to corner on 
Engineers can’t unlearn the 
ons that more than a century of motorsport has provided. 
There are still some spectacular machines to be found, from Top Fuel 
dragsters to frontrunning World Rally and Rallycross cars, while the 
16 AUT 
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performance of modern Formula 1 racers is incredible to watch 
trackside, even if much of the impact is lost on TV. And, as muchas 
going sideways and drifting looks harder, a visit to a leading historic 
racing event, such as the Goodwood Revival or Silverst: Classic, 
proves that modern professional drivers are fully f 
the cars of bygone eras. We’d love to see MV stappenina1980sF1 
turbocharged car or Lewis Hamilton flat-chat ina Porsche 917... 
Nevertheless, i ir to say that there have been times in the past 
when chassis, tyre and suspension technology struggled to keep 
pace with engine power ina way we rarely see toda <-time world 
championship Fi race winner Tony Brooks once argued that racing 
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cars should have“more power than the chassis can comfortably 
handle”, and that’s a good starting point for this Monsters special. 
We've picked out some of the most outrageous, spectacular and, in 
some cases, ridiculous machines ever to go into competition. When we 
started the list, it soon became apparent that there were many candidates, 
from Brooklands specials and gargantuan grand prix racers from before 
the Second World War to the early days of turbocharging, not tomention 
Group B rallying. So, we’ve decided to focus on the cars that were 
dramatic and successful, across F1, sportscars, off-road contests and 
tin-tops. We’ve thrown in some oddballs, but generally these are some 
of the winners that looked spectacular even when running on their own. 


Supercharger versus turbocharger 


Pushing moreair into acylinder on theintake cycle ofan internal 
combustion engine allows more fuelto be burned. And therefore it 
produces more power. The principle ofa forced-induction motor, 
whether supercharged or turbocharged, is as simple as that. 

The difference between a supercharger and aturbochargeris 
explained by howthe pump that compresses the air is powered. 
Asuperchargeris driven by means of amechanicallink fromthe 
engine-a pulley, chain orshaft-whileaturbocharger harnesses 
the flow of exhaust gases to spina turbine. Itis worth pointing out 
thatthe very firstturbos were referred to as turbosuperchargers: 
they were regarded as a sub-class of superchargers, ifyou like. 

Aturbochargeris more efficient as an overall package because the 
compressoris powered by ‘free’ energy. The drive from theengineto 
the supercharger, however, saps power. So basically some of the power 
gained through forced induction is offset by the requirementto drive 
the compressor. The advantage ofa superchargeris thatthereis less 
delay in the delivery of the additional power because the pumpis 
turned by the engine: as engine revs rise, the compressor’sspeed 
increases atthe same rate. Aturbowill take time to spool up asthe flow 
of gases increases under acceleration. Hence theterm ‘turbo lag. 


BRABHAM-BMW 


rabham and BMW hadasecret weapon in the locker 

as the battle for the Formula1 World Championship 

unfolded through 1983. It waited, waited, waited 

before deploying a development that ultimately set 

Nelson Piquet on course for the first title won by a 

turbocharged Fi car. It was anew blend of fuel that 
gave the in-line turbo four in the back of the Brabham BT52 a major 
increase in horsepower, with improved reliability to boot. 

Piquet had scored an out-of-the-box victory at the Brazilian Grand 
Prix in March with the barely tested, Gordon Murray-designed BT52, 
but the combination of Brabham chassis and BMW engine was absent 
from the winner’s circle through the summer. Yet by the season’s end, 
the car, now in B-spec, was without doubt the fastest thing in the F1 
field. Piquet would have had a good shot at winning the Dutch GP 
at Zandvoort but for his controversial clash with championship 
rival Alain Prost’s Renault and then, over the final three races of 
the season at Monza, Brands Hatch and Kyalami, Piquet and 
team-mate Riccardo Patrese led every racing lap. 

The BT52B had been introduced by Brabham on home ground at 
Silverstone in July. The car had anew livery — the dark blue and white 
of primary sponsor Parmalat were reversed — but the changes to the 
chassis were minimal. The big change came next time out on BMW’s 
home track at Hockenheim for the German GP. That’s when BMW 
played the ace it had been 
holding up its sleeve. 

It was adevelopment that 
Brabham and BMW wanted 
to deploy at acrucial moment 
of the campaign, remembers 
Roland Ast, Paul Rosche’s 
ong-time subaltern in the 
engine department at BMW 
Motorsport in Munich. “It was 
ike atennis match point,” he 
says.“We said that we had to 
have the benefit of this fuel in 
1983. In F1 youcan only have 
asecret for somany months. 
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That is why we waited.” 
an Fy BMW’s logic was that if they 
Brabham reintroduced fuel had introduced the fuel at the 
Y way through 1982 start of the season, by its end 


everyone would have had 
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something similar and the advantages that came with it. They turned 
out to be correct. Development of designer fuels and turbo technology 
continued the following year as power outputs edged up towards and 
perhaps even beyond 1000bhp. 

The new blend of petrol was quickly dubbed“Nazi rocket fuel” as 
it emerged over the final races that something a bit special was being 
pumped into the BMW engine. The term “first designer racing fuel” 
was more charitable. The two descriptions offer an insight into its 
make-upandits origins. 

BMW Motorsport engine boss Rosche was forever striving to get 
more power from his four-cylinder engine, developed around an old 
cast-iron road-car block with its roots back in the 1960s. But attempts 
toput much more than 650bhp through the single-turbo motor led to 
detonation and catastrophic failure. He’d heard that Ferrari, whose V6 
twin-turbo was generally reckoned to be the most powerful engine in F1, 
was experimenting with water injection to overcome the same problem. 


“Paul wasn't afraid of getting his 
hands dirty and he could dream 
up camshaft profiles in his sleep” 


The only conclusion that he and his team came to when they followed 
suit at BMW Motorsport headquarters in Munich, he recalls, was that 
“water doesn’t burn” It was, however, “the starting point of looking 

at what we could do with the fuel”. 

Rosche recalled hearing stories about an unleaded aviation fuel 
developed in Germany during the Second World War by one of agroup 
of companies that by the 1980s was under the umbrella of the BASF 
chemicals group. He was tasked with finding out about it and eventually 
he tracked down someone he calls“an expert on fuel” This expert, 
who worked at BASF subsidiary Wintershall, came up with the idea 
of asynthesised fuel that decreased the percentage of easily ignited 
hydrocarbon compounds in the mix and increased the amount of 
slower-burn compounds. This made the BMW engine less prone to 
detonation. It was the breakthrough that Rosche had been looking for. 
His four cylinders now pushed out some way in excess of 750bhp. 

Piquet might have won the German GP. He had been closing on race 
leader Rene Arnoux’s Ferrari when a cracked filter sent fuel cascading 
over the turbo. A fire was inevitable, as was retirement, which came 
with the loss ofat least six points. The filter in question, recalls Ast, 
“was the last production piece on the engine” save for the block. 

Piquet, Brabham and BMW did dominate over the championship 
run-in, but it wasn’t as simple as it looked from the outside. The victory 
at Monza that kick-started the Brazilian’s championship push was 
almost derailed by engine issues. Rosche and Ast knew there was some 
kind of problem, and couldn’t bear to remain on the pitwall as the laps 
counted down. Later, Rosche asked Murray over a weiss beer what 


Piquet, watched by team-mate 
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Piquet had 
a decent shot 
at victory in the 
Dutch GP until his 
clash with title 
rival Prost 


= | 


RENAULTEH 


Piquet had said.“ Very high temperatures” came the reply. 

Yet Piquet had been able to nurse the car home to a10-second victory. 
“Nelson had such an amazing feeling for what the car and the engine 
were doing,” explains Ast.“He knew exactly when to reduce the 
power of the engine to get it over the finish line.” 

Piquet famously backed off at the championship finale in South Africa, 
handing the lead to team-mate Patrese and then second place to Alfa 
Romeo driver Andrea de Cesaris on the way to third, still enough to seal 
the title by two points, He had dominated the opening laps but, after the 
retirement of Prost (who led the championship by the same margin going 
into the race), he was happy turn the boost down and bring the car home. 

BMW hadendureda difficult weekend prior to race day at Kyalami. 
The engine struggled in the thin air at the circuit’s soooft altitude. 
Adetonation problem resulted ina series of engine failures through 
atest day the day before the GP meeting started, and then through 
practice and qualifying.“The night before the race, out in the grass 
behind the pits, there was Paul with an engine pulled to pieces,’ recalls 
Murray.“We had been running very lean and kept blowing up, and he 
had the guys turn the engine upside down while he was scrabbling 
around on the grass looking up into the bores.” 

Rosche’s solution was to modify the injectors to get more fuel into 
the engine. It was a suck-it-and-see solution. He reckoned somewhere 
between five and10% more fuel was required — so he plumped for 7.5%. 
“Treally do think Paul was a genius: he was one of those guys who could 
think outside the box,”adds Murray.“Paul wasn’t afraid of getting his 
hands dirty and he could dream up camshaft profiles in his sleep.* 

Sleep was something that Murray hadn’t got a lot of over the winter of 
1982-83. The BT52 was designed ina hurry, because the successor of the 
first bespoke BMW-powered Brabham, the BT'so, was already designed, 
built and tested when the team received a bombshell in November 1982. 

Jean-Marie Balestre, the autocratic president of governing body FISA, 
had been pushing to outlaw ground-effect, or rather aban on underside 
Venturi sections. Brabham boss Bernie Ecclestone had assured Murray 
that he wouldn’t get his way in the face of opposition from the British 
garagistes. But get his way Balestre did. The new rules, made in the name 
of safety, were finalised as late as November, the only concession to the 
teams’ schedules being the postponement of the original season opener 
at Kyalami from January to October. The BTS1 was now scrap — and 
indeed the two cars built were crushed on Ecclestone’s order — and 
Murray had to go back to the drawing board. And that’s where he 
pretty much stayed for the next three months. 

Murray, long-time right-hand man David North and draughtsman 
Paul Burgess had to work day and night to complete what wasn’t just 
an all-new design, but also an all-new concept.“I was living on tablets,” 


BT52B made its debut 
at the British Grand Prix, 


recalls Murray.“I went to the doctor and said,‘Give me something 
tokeep me awake’ I didn’t have a life outside motor racing.” The 
BT’52 was, he continues, “a very different motor car”to those that 
preceded it. Murray says that without ground-effect he opted to 
“turn the clock back 10 years”. 
The Cosworth-engined BT 49, which Piquet had taken to his first 
world title in 1981, and then the BTSo had in the region of two tonnes 
of downforce, he explains.“That meant traction wasn’t an issue except 
at somewhere like Monaco with all its slow corners,” he explains.“But 
take away that downforce, and with all the power froma turbo engine 
Fiwas suddenly a traction game again.” 
That’s why the weight distribution of the BT52 ended up being 
moved back by 7% over its predecessors. “I didn’t say wanted to move 
everything back by 7%,” states Murray.“But I lengthened the wheelbase 
and moved everythingas far back as I could, and that’s the figure we 
ended up with. If I could have gone to 10%, I would have. My feeling 
was that we should concentrate on engine power and the pitstops.” 
That explains not only the limited fuel capacity of the 1983 Brabham 
— it couldn’t doa full grand prix distance without a mid-race fuel stop, 
which Brabham had reintroduced to Fimidway through 1982 — but also 
the simplicity of the car.“It was pretty non-adjustable,”he explains. 
“The front wing’s main plane was non-adjustable, so all you could 
change were the flaps. The rear wing was fixed apart from the Gurney, 
and it hadno rear anti-roll bar. I didn’t want to fiddle with the car.” 
Murray insists that the“key advantage of that car was in terms 
of traction” And that enabled it to exploit the increase in power 
that came from that new brew of fuel out of Germany. 4# 


BRABHAM-BMW 


The partnership between Brabham and BMW yielded the drivers’ 
title in 1983, but it was initially an uneasy relationship. It might 

have fallen over any number of times but for the glue between the 
two companies provided by Nelson Piquet. There are tales of the 
Brazilian pounding around in a recalcitrant BMW-powered car over 
the winter of 1981-82 while new team-mate Riccardo Patrese set 
sub-lap-record times in a Cosworth-powered BT49. Piquet knew 
that the writing was on the wall for the normally aspirated F1 engine, 
and quickly forged a close working relationship with Paul Rosche. 

“Paul and Nelson were like father and son,” says Roland Ast. “He 
really believed in the technology of turbocharging - and understood 
it, too. Everyone always says that without Nelson, we wouldn’t have 
won the world championship in 1983. They are right.” 

It was Piquet who stuck with the BT50 after Brabham swapped 
back and forth between its turbo and normally aspirated cars 
through the opening races of the 1982 season. He famously 
non-qualified for the Canadian Grand Prix when he encountered 
engine problems in the only dry qualifying session, and then 
followed it up with a first victory for the BMW turbo engine just 
a week later in Detroit. Patrese raced the BT49 both times. 

Brabham and BMW had forged a relationship during the 1980-81 
off-season. A test mule based on the same chassis as the 1981 
Brabham-Cosworth BT49C in which Piquet took his first world title 
was up and running early in the new season. The first iteration of the 
BT50 then took part in the meeting at Silverstone: Piquet set a time 
that would have been good enough for third on the grid, just slightly 
slower than he managed in his regular car to take the same position. 

But after a torrid winter of testing in 1981-82, the relationship 
was straining. Following a disappointing debut for the definitive 
BT50 in the 1982 season opener at Kyalami, Brabham reverted to 
the Cosworth-powered BT49 for Brazil. BMW put out a press release 
on the announcement of that move titled “BMW Formula 1 engine 
too fast for Brabham chassis”. 

Behind the press statement, Brabham boss Bernie Ecclestone and 
his opposite number at BMW Motorsport, Dieter Stappert, had cuta 
deal: the BT50 had to be back on the grid on the commencement of 
the European season at Imola in April. There was another terse press 
release from BMW when Brabham skipped the San Marino GP as part 
of the boycott by the teams aligned to the Formula One Constructors’ 
Association led by Ecclestone in one of the final exchanges of its 
long-running war with governing body FISA. This time it stated 
that BMW would “terminate its co-operation” with the team if 
there weren’t two BT50s on the grid for the Belgian GP at Zolder. 

Just a month later, Piquet’s victory on the streets of Detroit 
proved to be the turning point. Brabham and BMW were on 
the road to world championship glory. 
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MERCEDES W125 


After defeat at the hands of Auto Union in 1936, Mercedes-Benz charged 
designer Rudolf Uhlenhaut with producing the ultimate pre-war 


German racing weapon for the following season 


Mercedes-Benz put together a supercharged, 
5.6-litre, in-line-eight-cylinder engine to power 
the W125. This proved to be hugely powerful for 
the time and kicked out over 600bhp. The Roots- 
type supercharger was fitted downstream of the 
carburettor to eliminate any loss of compression, 


22 AUTOSPORT.COM 13 JANUARY 2022 


With the more rigid chassis, Uhlenhaut sought to introduce a much more forgiving 
suspension arrangementto getthe most out of the car. The frontsuspension featured 
adouble-wishbone format, with coil springs and longshocks to add considerable 
levels of dampingintothesystem. Atthe rear, the W125 made use ofthe time-tested 
De Dionaxle, maintaining constant camber but allowing both rear wheels 
independentvertical movement. Torsion bars were used as the rear springs, mounted 
longitudinally, with lever shocks responsible for keeping the rear end damped. 


JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 


delivering a highly pressurised final air/fuel 
mixture to the pistons to increase power delivery 
at lower revs. The engine tipped 220kg on the 
scales thanks to its sprawling size, and power 
was transferred to the road viaa four-speed 
gearbox, with constant-mesh gears to create 


asmooth shift and improve reliability over the 

precedingW25. More power came from the exotic 
mixture offuel pumped into the engine, 
featuring methyl and ethyl alcohols 
and benzol, a mix of benze: 
and toluene. 


MERCEDES W125 


When Uhlenhautwas first tasked with developing 
the W125, he drove the W25 to understand its key 
flaws. He discovered that the chassis was far too soft- 
it barely responded when a wheel fell offin testing. 
Conversely, the suspension was far too rigid, which 
made handling difficult and left performance from 
the engineon thetable. Uhlenhautelected to reverse 
these, building the W125 around arigid tubular 
chassis fabricated from amolybdenumsteelalloy, 
with elliptical tubing used to further limit flex. 


Sincethe engine had taken up abouta third of the 
750kg weight allowance permitted in Grand Prix 
racing, the rest ofthe carhad to beaslightas possible 
tofitwithin the limits. The choices in chassis materials 
and shape were partiallyin response to this, and 

the bodywork followed 1930s design trends before 
aerodynamicsweretruly understood. Three large 
inlets atthe front served to provideintake and 
cooling, with the exit vents pockmarking the bonnet. 
Intraditional Mercedes fashion, the aluminium 
bodyworkremained unpainted, alegacy ofthe W25 
allegedly sheddingits white livery to save weight. For 
the race at Avus, the car raced ina fully streamlined 
bodyshell, which Hermann Lang took tovictory atan 
average speed of 271.7km/h (168mph), achieving 
speeds of over 300km/h (186mph) on thestraights. 
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The sportscar  _—~ 


wonderful... and weird 


Few disciplines of motorsport offer better possibilities to build a colossus 


of the track than sportscars. Here are some of the finest (and not so fine) 
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Blundell’s banzai lap: 1100bhp or more? 


k Blundell had under his 
right foot when he claimed pole position for Nissan at the 1990 


ctly how much horsepower Ma 
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problem. 

n Motorsports Europe squad had been struggling 
ing issue throughout qualifying. A wastegate jammed 
shut on Blundell’s out-lap aboard a T-car ally brought along for a 
pole shot. The top management from NISMO — Nissan’s motorsport 

ivision, which also developed the engines in Japan — ordered NME 
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Price to tell his driver to abort the run. 
iggested to Blundell that he might as well continue. 
out the radio lead from his helmet and set out on 


team manager Dav 


So the driver rippe 
abrutal lap that m 
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Blundell 
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runat all, becaus been struggl 
properly through qualifying. 

“Thad to use all my skills as a racing driver to the utmost to try 
to understand the car [had underneath me. 
toabraking zone it was all about judgement, bi 
references with that amount of po’ 

Blundell knew he was in for a wildride as he accelerated past the 
pits at the start of the lap: “It w inning the wheels in fourth gear 
up tothe Dunlop Curve. If you watch the in-board lap, you can see 
ho ous it was. And don’t forget those cars were the purest of the 

amanual gearbox and no power steering or traction control.” 
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iM PORSCHE 935/78 GROUP 5 


Awhale ofatime with Moby Dick 


Jammed 
wastegate led to 
massive output and 
hairy ride for Blundell 
on qualifying lap 


When Porsche lowered the latest — and, as it turned out, 
inal — version ofits 935 Group 5 concept onto its wheels 

in early 1978, there was an exclamation from the crowd of 
engineers and mechanics,“Why, it’s Moby Dick!” was heard 
rom the throng. No one remembers who said those words, 
but the name stuck. The German marque’s 935/78 is 

always referred to as a fictional monster of the deep. 

The reasons why Porsche’s ultimate Group 5 silhouette 
racer was likened to an ocean-dwelling mammal were obvious. 
t was lower, longer and wider than its predecessor, and it 
helped that on that fateful day it was still in plain white. 

Key to the concept of the car, as well as its unofficial 
name, was the 80mm that had been cut out of the bottom. 
orbert Singer, who led the 935 programme at Porsche’s 
Weissach motorsport headquarters, was exploiting a rule 
that had been put in place for its rivals. BMW and Ford had 
argued that their Group 5 machinery was disadvantaged 

vy front-engine layouts, which resulted ina rules change 
ahead of 1978 to allow for major modification to the 
floorpan to accommodate their exhaust systems. 

“The words were there in the rules, even if they weren’t 
written for us,” says Singer.“Our interpretation of the rules 
was that we could cut the floor by 80mm.” The rulemakers had 
to agree. The 935/78 was also 200mm longer than the previous 
iteration of the car, inthe name of aerodynamic efficiency. Yet 
it would be incorrect to call Moby Dick a Le Mans special: it 
had just as much downforce as its predecessor. 

Moby Dick did, however, prove its credentials on the 
second of only four race appearances in 1978 at Le Mans. 
Rolf Stommelen put the car third on the grid behind the 
best of the Porsche 936 and Alpine-Renault A442 Group 6 
cars. The thing hit 227mph through the speed traps on the 
Mulsanne Straight, only a fraction slower than the best 
of the Renaults. Not bad for a production-based car. 
Porsche had opted against a full programme with its 
new monster, deciding to leave its customers to chase 
glory in the world sportscar championship in the absence 
of opposition from another manufacturer. It would race 
only twice more after finishing a distant eighth at Le Mans 
in the hands of Stommelen and Manfred Schurti following 
amyriad of problems. 
Moby Dick did, however, spawn imitations built by 
Joest, Kremer anda number of North American Porsche 
specialists, but none looked quite as much like a whale 
as the original in plain white. >> 


Blundell hada massive moment out of the Dunlop Chicane as he 
began his lap. It continued in the same vein:“The car was a bit of a 
handful in Tertre Rouge, and the Porsche Curves were a bit hairy, but 
the hardest thing was judging those braking distances on the chicanes 
on the Mulsanne Straight. I was told afterwards that the car maxed out 
at 237mph on the Mulsanne. The Nissan was never the most compliant 
car over the bumps, and I really had to force it through the chicanes.” 

The 237mph figure was a calculation by Nissan’s engineers 
because the official speed trap missed Blundell’s run. Another 
guesstimate was 1128bhp for the engine. Those numbers may or 
may not be accurate. What is a matter of record, however, is that 
the Nissan stopped the clocks at 3m27.020s. That was a tad over 
six seconds ahead of Oscar Larrauri’s previous mark that day, 
which put his Brun Porsche 962C second on the grid. 

And Blundell’s run was on race tyres. He reckons that there could 
have been “another three or four seconds in the car” had he been on 
qualifying rubber.“But whether they would have lasted with no0obhp 
going through the rear wheels,” he says, “that’s another matter.” 
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PORSCHE 917/30 CAN-AM 


Donohue finds his unfair advantage 


Porsche had won six of the nine races after it put its full weight behind 
its Can-Am programme in North America when the 917 coupe had 
been legislated out of world championship sportscar racing for 1972. 
George Follmer had won the title ina Penske-run 917/10, but the 
German manufacturer was worried about what arch-rival McLaren 
might come up with for the following season. The result was 
a1ooobhp behemoth that didn’t give anyone else alook-in. 

“You're always thinking about what you need to do to stay on top, 
and we knew that the McLaren was a little bit faster than us on the 
straights,” recalls long-time Porsche engineer Norbert Singer. 

That was despite Porsche increasing the capacity of the twin-turbo 
flat-12 from 4.5 litres to five over the course of the 1972 season. 


EAGLE 700 GROUP C 


Acanary, an eagle... butno flying 


Amateur sportscar driver Paul Canary already had one unsuccessful 
attempt on the Le Mans 24 Hours behind him when he pitched up at 
the Circuit dela Sarthe in 1990. Nine years after his ageing Chevrolet- 
engined McLaren M12 Can-Am machine clothed in coupe bodywork 
failed to qualify, the American fielded another oddity in the French 
classic — an ex-IMSA GTP car powered by a monster of anengine. 
The V8 in the back of what was now a Group C car hada cubic 
capacity of more than 10 litres. 
Acar named the Eagle 700 on the entry list had started lifeasa 
Chevrolet Corvette GTP racer of 1988 vintage, which really made 
itaLola T88/11 with a General Motors engine in the back. What 
made the Eagle different to the cars raced in North America by 
Hendrick Motorsports and Peerless Racing, from whom Canary 
had purchased his chassis, was that hulking great engine in the 
back. Canary’s creation was named after the Eagle Engine Co, 
the supplier of a big-block V8 that was said to produce goobhp. 
It was a low-budget affair. The total bill, including buying 
the car and getting it to France, was just $500,000, Canary 


SCHLEGELMILCH 


Now Porsche increased the capacity again. This time it went up to 
5.4 litres, increasing the power output into four figures and beyond, 
and calling for a fuel capacity of approximately 400 litres. 

But revisions to the 9170 weren’t only about brute force. Singer, 
who led the aerodynamic programme over the winter, came up with 
aless-draggy shape inspired by the 917LH — or langheck — taken to Le 
Mans in1971.“We really wanted to reduce the drag, because just adding 
horsepower doesn’t really gain youa lot in top speed,” explains Singer. 

The 917/30 might have been even more of amonster. Porsche had 
the idea of increasing the width of the rear tyres from 19 inches to 22. 
It even experimented with sucha set-up by welding two 111n front 
wheels together! The Can-Am Porsches stayed on 19in rear rims, 
but still dominated. Mark Donohue claimed pole aboard a Penske- 
run 91730 for all eight races and won six of them after 917/108 
had taken victory in the first two. 


EAGLE 
PERFORMANCE. 


59 ‘ 


admitted at the time. It showed. The car managed just a handful 
of laps over the two days of qualifying. A best lap on the way 
tonon-qualification of more than two minutes off the pace 
suggested it never delivered those promised 900 horses. 

The Eagle was perhaps more of a sleeping monster. >> 
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CANNIBAL-CHEVROLET IMSA WSC 


Beauty in the eye ofno beholders 


Has aracing machine ever been quite so ugly as the mid-1990s 
Cannibal IMSA World Sports Car ‘prototype’? Even the man who 
conceived the car has to answer no to that one. Bruce Trenery admits 
that when he set eyes on it for the first time, he told his team-mates 
that it was the“ugliest thing I’d ever seen”. 

It wasn’t meant to be that way for the unusual front-engined 
machine that pre-dated Panoz’s ‘wrong-way-around’ prototypes by 
four years. When Trenery had the bright idea of turning a tubeframe 
Trans-Am Oldsmobile Cutlass that he’d already raced in IMSA’s GTS 
class in1994 into an open-top WSC contender for the following year, 
he got Jack Kampney, who’d hada hand in the Greenwood Chevrolet 
Corvettes of the 1970s, to produce a design. But he was in for a surprise 
when the real thing rolled off the truck at the 1995 Daytona 24 Hours. 

“Jack came up with this fairly beautiful design: we had all these 
lovely drawings, which were really nicely done,” recalls Trenery, 
who trades in exotic cars, racing and otherwise, through his Fantasy 
Junction business in California. “Inevitably, the car had been late 
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and we didn’t make the pre-race test. The rear end of this thing was 
staring out at us from the back of the truck. Jeffrey [Pattinson, one 
of his team-mates] and I were laughing so much we were crying. 
Maybe you could just about see the resemblance to the drawings, 
but the reality didn’t look like the conception.” 

The Cannibal had an ugly time of it out on the track, too.“The 
hood kept blowing off for a start,” says Trenery.“The other problem 
was that no one had envisaged a front-engined WSC car, so the rules 
said the exhausts had to exit out the back of the car, At our first pitstop, 
some fuel got spilt and caught alight on the hot exhausts. We got the 
thing to the finish line, but it was kind of an ordeal.” 

The Cannibal’s 40th place finish, proudly wearing Autosport stickers 
as a result of its participation in a short-lived scheme known as Team 
Mobil1 Autosport, wasn’t the end of the car. Trenery had conceived 
the Cannibal as a cost-effective entry into the WSC division that had 
been introduced at the start of 1994. The car would contest a further 
nine IMSA races through to the end of 1998, and finished every one. 

“A lot of people made fun out of it, but we hada lot of fun in it,” 
says Trenery.“In terms of points per dollar spent, Ireckon we 
were ahead of everyone.” 
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Ra EAGLE-TOYOTA MkIII IMSA GTP 


Brute force smashes the opposition 


All-American Racers’ Eagle~Toyota MkIII was a beast of amachine 
that cut a swathe through the IMSA GT Championship in the early 
1990s. Massive power and enormous downforce helped the GTP 
prototype to 21 victories in 27 race starts from the endof1991 
through to the conclusion of the 1993 season. That included two 
wins in the Sebring 12 Hours and one at the Daytona 24 Hours. 
Most significantly, however, it finally ended Nissan’s domination 
ofthe IMSA series in its first full season in 1992. 
The Eagle’s 2.1-litre, four-cylinder turbo engine produced in 
excess of 75obhp in race trim. But the key to the success of the 
car was front-end aerodynamics that still set a benchmark for 
prototype design. Chief designer John Ward came up with the 
idea of a stand-alone diffuser in the nose to cure the understeer 
that afflicted its predecessor, the MkII (or HF89). 
Andy Wallace, who notched up back-to-back Sebring wins 
inacar shared withJuan Manuel Fangio Il in 1992 and 1993, 
describes the MkIIIas a brute. “It had alot of downforce,” recalls 
the Briton, who was loaned out to Dan Gurney’s AAR squad by 
Toyota’s European Group C operation for which he’d signed 
ahead of 1991.“In the quick stuff, it we ase of turning in 
and just trying to keep your head up. It was nailed to the road, 
but the g-forces put alot of strain on the old neck muscles.” 
Wallace’s choice of word to describe the Eagle also reflects the 
lag from a small-capacity engine blown by amassive turbo.“ You’d 
hit the throttle and there’d be nothing, nothing, nothing and then 


whoosh, you’d be at the end of the next straight in the blink of an eye,” 


he recalls.“The lag was incredible. At a corner like the old hairpin at 
Sebring, you had to be on the throttle before you'd even turned in.” 
There was more than 75obhp available in qualifying spec — 
ifthe engine developed at Toyota Racing Development held 
together. Wallace found that out when he was given some extra 
boost in one of his two Sebring assaults. Out of the hairpin he 
hearda bang from behind him and saw flames in his mirrors. 
“Once I’dturned everything off and got it stopped, the team 
asked me to take off the engine cover and report back what I could 
see,”remembers Wallace. “I told them I was looking at cylinders 
one and two and then four, and a big gap where three used to be. You 
could say the MkII was a bit uncultured compared witha car like 
the 3.5-litre TSo10 Group C car. But it did the job it was designed 
todo. It wasa really effective racing car and brilliant fun to drive.” 
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CADILLAC SPIDER 


Cunningham: happy days after Le Monstre 


No story about the monsters of sportscar racing would be 
complete without the tale of a car that has gone down in history 
labelled as one. The weird and wonderful device in which famed 
American sportscar driver and entrant Briggs Cunningham 
made the first of nine starts at the Circuit de la Sarthe in1gso0 
was nicknamed ‘Le Monstre’on its arrival in France. It’s easy 
to see how the slightly cruel name was arrived upon. 
Cunningham, a wealthy entrepreneur, had been challenged to 

take an American car to Le Mans by friend and associate Luigi 
Chinetti, who'd already soldhim one of the earliest Ferraris 
imported into North America. The result was a car officially 
nown as the Cadillac Spider courtesy ofits Series 61 chassis and 
running gear, but forever known by the moniker spawned by the 
bizarre aluminium bodywork that clothed it. As strange as the 

ody might have looked, there was science behind it: the shape was 
developed ina 1:12 scale windtunnel more usually used to evaluate 
crop dusters by engineers at the Grumman aircraft corporation. 
Le Monstre has left its mark in history for its looks rather than 
its results: it finished 11th on its only race appearance. It didn’t 
help that Cunningham, who co-drove with Phil Walters, had to 
spend 20 minutes digging the car out of a sandbank after going off 
track in the opening hour. But Le Monstre did whet Cunningham’s 
appetite for European racing and car manufacturing. Just two years 
ater, he took fourth overall and first in class at Le Mans driving 
acar bearing his own name. 


RENBEELD 


ERS OF MOTORSI 


r PIKES PEAK 


From Bigfoot to Le Mans-influenced racers, via Group B-derived leviathans, 


Pikes Peak has allowed some terrifying spectres to be unleashed 


DAVID EVANS 


here’s nothing new about monsters visiting 
America’s Mountain. Since the 1800s, the good folk 
of Colorado Springs have talked about seeing Bigfoot 
wandering along the sides of Pikes Peak. Today, 
there’s even a sign warning motorists of a particular 
spot where the elusive creature likes to cross the road. 
But for one day each year, the big hairy beast is nowhere to be seen on 

the Pikes Peak Highway. One Sunday every summer, Bigfoot spotting 

is cast aside in favour of the mountain’s real monsters as the Pikes Peak 

International Hillclimb gets under way. The 12.42-mile road runs from 

the startline at 9390 feet and rises through 156 corners to the summit 

at 14,115 feet. That’s three Ben Nevises piled high, with two thirds 

ofa Snowdon on top. It’s along way up, but it’s ajourney that has 

captivated motorsport followers for more than 100 years. 

Mining mogul Spencer Penrose was looking for a way to publicise 

the toll road he’d engineered, installed and opened from the bottom 

to the top of the mountain in 1916. The best way? A race. And with 

that, the world’s most famous hillclimb was born. An astonishing 

$2000 purse was on offer for the winner, along with the biggest 

and, at the time, most valuable silver trophy (the Penrose Trophy, 

naturally) in world motorsport. 

That first event was won with a home-built car on wooden 

wheels powered by an aeroplane engine. Pikes Peak captured the 

imagination and has continued to do so ever since, becoming the 

US’s first ever nationally televised race in 1964. That engineering 

free rein remains today, and offers manufacturers real appeal 
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to build acar to win the race to the clouds. 

One of the biggest changes for the event came in1984, when 
arally category was included for the first time. Audi spotted the 
potential for more North American publicity for its all-conquering 
quattro and sent Michele Mouton to take on the Unsers — the 
‘royal family’ of Pikes Peak — and their V8s. 

Until then, the car of choice had mainly been a single-seater 
constructed from the lightest material possible and powered by 
as much displacement as you could find. American car builder John 
Wells was an early master of this seemingly straight forward style of 
engineering, with his Coyote the car to beat for more than a decade; 
in1984, Mouton finished second to Bill Brister in one of Wells’s 
cars. But both might have been shaded by a typically flat-chat 
Martin Schanche, had his four-wheel-drive MkII Ford Escort 
not suffered a front puncture. 

After 1984, everything changed. Four-wheel drive became a 
fundamental requirement on what was still a gravel road. Audi 
dominated for the next three years with increasingly powerful 
evolutions of the quattro and ever-wilder wings at either end of the car. 

Mouton won for Audiin1985, prompting a 52-year-old Bobby 
Unser out of retirement to take a 10th victory on the hill in1986 
with a quattro. Walter Rohrl completed the hat-trick in an E2 now 
sporting a huge cooling duct in the roof feeding air into the rear- 
mounted radiators. The German’s success was doubly satisfying 
given that he set anew course record of 10m47.850s and beat 
atrio of Peugeot 205 T16s. Rohrl was one of three drivers to 


Vatanen’s 1988 run in 
Peugeot is immortalised... 


MICHELIN 


“When people are asking for the selfie, 


they are asking, ‘Ari, Ari, can you put 


up your arm like in Climb Dance?” 


25 years later with: 
See 


beat the 11-minute mark for the first time in1987. 

With Group B banned from the World Rally Championship, 

Peugeot and Audi revelled in the competition Pikes Peak offered. 
Having seen its 205 beaten, Peugeot Sport redoubled its efforts — 

and its million-pound budget — a year on. The 405 T16 had been born 
with the Dakar Rally in mind, but an evolution of the car, complete with 
four-wheel steering and 60obhp, weighed in to Colorado at g0okg. 

Ari Vatanen didn’t miss this time, winning the 1988 event and 
besting Rohrl’s previous course record by half a second.“That car was 
incredible,” recalled the Finn. “It was so powerful. Of course, it had come 
after a dark time in my life [Vatanen feared he had contracted AIDS 
from a blood transfusion after almost being killed at Rally Argentina 
in 1985], and driving in Pikes Peak and on Dakar was like a release for 
me.I was coming out of the darkness. It was a big fight with Audi 
at the time. The cars were like monsters, they were getting faster 
and faster all the time with more and more downforce.” 

Vatanen’s 1988 victory is captured in one of motorsport’s 
most famous films, Climb Dance.“Ah, this film,” smiled Vatanen. 


Rod Millen was king of the 
1990s in lairy Toyota machines 


“Always, people are remembering this film.” 

Because Pikes Peak Hillclimb takes place ona stretch of toll road, 
one of the stipulations from the local authorities is that the race is 
run early in the day, so that tourists can use the road for what Penrose 
had initially intended it: to get a better view of America.“This is the 
reason for that time in the film when I have my hand off the wheel — 
Iam keeping the sun from my eyes,” continued Vatanen.“It was so 
early in the morning, the sun was just coming up over the mountains. 
Sometimes when people are asking me for the selfie, they are asking, 
‘Ari, Ari, can you put up your arm like in Climb Dance?’” 

Pikes Peak is just as susceptible to the ebb and flow of manufacturers 
as events suchas the Dakar Rally or Le Mans 24 Hours. When Group B 
departed, it allowed the open-wheeled racers to come back, but it was 
Kiwi Rod Millen and his increasingly crazy Toyota Celicas who would 
win five from six events between 1994 and1999. Using the engine 
from Toyota’s Super GT SupraJGTC, the Millen machine managed the 
perfect power-to-weight ratio of ibhp for each kilogram. And those 
880 horses hauled him closer than ever to the sub-10-minute mark. 
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MONSTERS OF MOTORSPORT PIKES PEAK 


The first person to take the summit in a time starting with anine 
was charismatic Japanese racer Nobuhiro Tajima. Known as‘Monster’ 
partly because of his size and partly because of his attacking style 
of driving, he’s known and loved in Colorado Springs. Tajima was a 
Suzuki man through and through — it was his team that carried the 
Japanese manufacturer to three Junior World Rally Championship 
titles. Anill-fated step up to the main class delivered the SX4 WRC, 
which lasted alittle over a season before the plug was pulled. 

But still,“Monster’knew a thing or two about how to make cars 
work on gravel. Not that this was as important as it once was at the 
American classic — in 2002, the owners of the toll road decided they 
would pave it section by section, with the aim of having anall-asphalt 
12.42 miles by 2012. A year before that, and with 76% of the course 
covered in Tarmac, Tajima blasted his heavily modified SX4 up the 
hillin 9ms51.278s. For many, the madness of‘Monster’is better 
captured by the twin-engined Suzukis he used through the 1990s. 

But what is it that keeps people coming back and building crazy 
cars to take to the clouds?“It was always the challenge,” says Mouton. 
“Of course, for Audi, it was big promotion in America to take on this 
famous race and beat the local guys. Winning Pikes Peak has always 
beenabig thing, something for the manufacturers to talk about.” 

That was certainly the case for Peugeot in 2013. Tocommemorate 
aquarter of a century since Climb Dance, Peugeot and Red Bull joined 
forces to develop the 208 T16 Pikes Peak. Like Millen’s Toyotas, 
it would feature the perfect power to weight, with 850 kilos and 
horsepower. Powering the Peugeot was a Sodemo-built 3.2-litre 
V6 twin-turbo engine similar to the one found driving Courage 
race cars at Le Mans. That wasn’t the only link to the Circuit dela 
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Pikes Peak weapons of choice 
were rudimentary before 
arrival of 4WD supercars 


Sarthe — the monstrous rear wing on the 208 was lifted directly 
from Peugeot’s 908. With the car done, only the driver was to 
be decided. Nine-time world champion Sebastien Loeb had just 
retired from his full-time WRC commitments and was ready 

to take on new challenges. This one had his name on it. 

Asked for his thoughts after his first look at the 12.42 miles in 
question, Loeb smiles. “I think,” he says, “it’s best to keep the car in the 
middle of the road.” He did that for 8m13.878s, smashing the record 
by more than a minute and a half.“I attacked it hard,” says Loeb, “and 
Treally felt I drove well. I was all the time in the middle of the road, 
trying not to slide, to keep the car neat. Everything was good.” 

More than that. The man whose record he’d beaten — Rhys Millen, 
son of Rod — was confident history had been made by the Peugeot.“I 
don’t think we’ll ever see that time beaten,” offered the New Zealander. 

One of the biggest barriers to performance at Pikes Peak is the lack 
of oxygenas the course climbs. The thinking is that a forced-induction 
engine loses 3% of its power for every 1000 feet it rises above sea level. 
With power already depleted at the 9000-foot start, internal 


PIKES PEAK MONSTERS OF MOTORSPORT 


Dumas decimated record 
with VW I.D. R (left) in 2018 


MOLRSWacEN 


“The mountain decides. If the 
mountain smiles on that car 
today, then maybe he can do it” 


combustion units are considerably more breathless by the time the 
chequered flag is unfurled at the finish. The answer is electric... 

Certainly, that was Volkswagen’s approach when the I.D.R was first 
mooted in 2018. A Norma chassis was converted to accept a pair of 
power units, one on each axle anda big battery capable of generating 
sookW and 671bhp. After winning three of the previous four Pikes 
Peaks, Frenchman Romain Dumas was the ideal candidate to drive 
the car. But what was ible? Typically, Volkswagen talked down 
the potential for eclipsing Loeb’s petrol-engined benchmark and 
instead set its sights on Rhys Millen’s electric best of 8m57.118s. 

Early practice suggested that wouldn’t be a problem. But what 
about the extra 44 seconds to get to the course record? On the 


the sort of matter-of-fact assessment only available to a veteran 
of the event. “He doesn’t decide the time,”he said.“Nobody decid 
The mountain decides. Ifthe mountain smiles on that car today, 
then maybe he can doit. But ifit don’t, ifit gives him the weather 
or the wildlife or anything else it can throw, then he ain’t got a hope. 
so special. There’s not many event! 
ou against the hill, the mounta 
ahrenheit, 14 degrees 
Celsius] down here right now? What is it up top? It’s a hell of alot less, 
and that chance of rain down here... that’s achance of snow up there. 
It’s this kind of adventure that brings folk back here year on year. It’s 
this that makes the manufacturers want to come and show that they 
have a better car, a faster car. It’s one of the great remaining adventures.” 

He’s not wrong. Pikes Peak is an incredible adventure and one 
thatis still wide open tothe imagination. The unlimited class 
really still means something in Colorado. 

And Dumas? He didit. Volkswagen Motorsport did it. And they 
didn’t just do it alittle bit: Dumas absolutely smashed Loeb’s reco 
lifting 16 and ahalf seconds out of Peugeot’s previous best. 

And that wasn’t the best of it. Francois-Xavier Demaison, now the 
Williams Fi technical director, was the brains behind the LD. R four years 
ago. Had the timescale allowed, he would have created his own bespoke 
chassis and taken the project even further — the time would, and he 
firmly believed could, have been even better. Then again, less than 30 
minutes after Dumas crossed the line victorious, the snow arrived and 
forced the organisers to cancel the later runs. The mountain — and, 
doubt, its very own monster — had indeed smiled down on Dum. 
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NISSAN GODZILLA 


tbecame known simply as ‘Godzilla? The 

Nissan Skyline R32 GT-R is the very definition 

of amonster of motorsport, destroying all that 

came before it during a short but dominant period 

inthe early 1990s. Australian motorsport journalists 

coined the nickname because the car would“smash 
and eat everything alive in its path” during an all-conquering run of 
victories in domestic touring car championships in Japan (1990-93) 
and Australia (1990-92). 

The Skyline R32 GT-R proved the ultimate touring car from the 
Group A breed of homologation specials, including the Ford Sierra 
RS500 Cosworth and the BMW M3.“By the time we got tothe end 
of Group A, the GT-R was far and away the best of that species,” says 
Mark Skaife, who drove the GT-R to two Bathurst 1000 wins and the 
1992 Australian Touring Car Championship. “Arguably in those days 
it was the most technologically advanced touring car in the world.” 

Skaife’s words are backed up by a stunning results tally. In 
Japan it won all 29 races it contested 
from 1990-93, resulting in its rivals 
leaving the top class in the Japanese 
Touring Car Championship, while in 
Australia it claimed not only its two 
Bathurst 1000 wins, but also the 
1991-92 Australian Touring Car 
Championship (ATCC) titles. It 
also conquered Europe’s biggest 
touring car enduro, winning 
the 1991 Spa 24 Hours. 

Before the emergence of the GT-R, 
the Sierra RSsoo was the car to drive 
if you wanted to be successful in 
Group A touring cars. But the game 
changed with the birth of the R32 
GT-R in1990. Nissan had already 
tasted success in Group A inJapan, 
with Aguri Suzuki claiming the 1986 JTCC title with the Skyline DR30 
Turbo. With the same model, Fred Gibson’s factory Nissan operation 
ended uprunner-up in the Australian title race in 1986 (when George 
Fury was beaten by Volvo’s Robbie Francevic) and 1987 (Glenn Seton 
was edged by Jim Richards’BMW M3). Then the new, dominant 
Sierraraised the bar in1988. In 1990, the Japanese manufacturer 
broke through the ATCC Ford/Holden battleground to win the title 
— Richards, now driving for Gibson Motorsport, piloted an HR31 
Skyline, before switching to the new GT-R for the last three rounds 


—— 
R32 carried #1 at 1992 Spa 
5 24 Hours after 1991 victory 
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of the season to seal the crown. 

The 60obhp-plus, twin-turbo 
R32 GT-R was designed with 
Group A racing in mind, with 
Nissan electing to mimic the four- 
wheel-drive system that Porsche 
had developed for its 959. With 
an electro-hydraulic clutch to 
split torque between the front and 
rear, the GT-R would remain in rear-wheel-drive mode until those 
wheels lost traction, resulting in power being sent to the front. 

Although it won four consecutive titles during its Japanese 
domination, it’s widely acknowledged that the best iterations 
of‘Godzilla’ were found in Australia. It wasn’t an all-conquering 
beast from the start of its life down under, but it was obvious from 
the first test at a wet Winton in Victoria that the GT-R would 
become a force to be reckoned with. 

“When we first got it, it was very mucha Japanese-spec test car 


3 
= 


essentially,” says Skaife.“In the wet it was just amazing, the four- 
wheel drive coming out of slow corners with that level of accelerati 
But again the engine wasn’t tuned that well at the time, the electronic 
control unit programming mechanism was very agricultural. The way 
it delivered power was pretty average but the ability to have four-wheel 
drive was just extraordinary. My first impressions were like,“Wow, 

this is just incredible: We knew this thing was a weapon but we 
needed to make it into a proper race car.” 


The GT-R underwent a complete overhaul by Gibso 


with almost every component changed to unlock its potential.“I don’t 


want to sound like we are being too Australian about our own accolades, 


but Fred Gibson’s team at the time was number one in Australia by a 
fe.“We hada very, very close knit group of 
ns. The GTR programme was far and away the 
and I found the mo: e the car wi 
hi-tech, but it needed to be made race-proof. Fred always hada saying, 
“You tell us what’s wrong with the car and we'll fix ndhe also said, 
“You drive the wheels off it and drive it as hard as youcan and we'll >> 


= Zz 
Skyline to the 
Dipper: Richards 
- and Skaife claimed 


- - 
—_ second successive 
2 = Bathurst win 
Fy Ss in 1992 


GODZILLA’S MAJOR VICTORIES 


RACE/SERIES WINS WINNERS 


Australian Touring Car 


x 12: Mark Skaife 7, Jim Richards5 
Championship 


Bathurst 1000 Skaife 2, Richards 2 


Spa24Hours David Brabham, Anders Olofsson, Naoki Hattori 
Kazuyoshi Hoshino 15, Toshio Suzuki9, 
Masahiro Hasemi 7, Masahiko Kageyama7, 
Anders Olofsson 6, Hideo Fukuyama 3, 
Takayuki Kinoshita 2, Tom Kristensen 2, 

Kazuo Shimizu 1, Kunimitsu Takahashi 1, 
Keiichi Tsuchiya 1, Yukihiro Hane 1, Osamu 
Hagiwara 1, Akira lida 1, Hisashi Yokoshima 1 


Japanese Touring Car 
Championship 


Macau Guia Hasemi 


Pukekohe 500 Richards, Skaife 
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NISSAN GODZILLA 


Skaife dispenses with a Holden 
Commodore at Lakeside in 1991 


KALISZ/MOTORSPORT IMAG 


‘ANI MEDIA 


make it durable’ and that for the GTR was the biggest challenge. 
“From the original car we changed everything. Front and rear 
uprights, gearbox, clutch pack, in terms of how the four-wheel-drive 
system worked. We didn’t have the Japanese system for any ECU 
control units — we used an Electramotive system from America and 


experienced championship-contending team-mate Richards. Skaife 
led that race at the Mallala circuit near Adelaide before a hub failure 
ended his victory hopes. Richards scored a fourth place on his first 
runin the GT-Rat Barbagallo, before completing a dominant victory 
at Sydney’s Oran Park to seal the title from the Ford Sierras of Peter 


we did our own turbos. We had 
a Yokohama tyre programme in 
Australia, so we didn’t use the 
tyres they were using inJapan. 
We made our own wheels; 
basically, everything was 
Australianised. And again 
in the first year we lost some 
races and we did some things 
that youlearn from, but by the 
time we got to1991and1992, 
the cars were just incredible.” 
The car made its ATCC race 
debut in 1990 in the hands of 
Skaife, rather than his more 
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Perhaps the most infamous moment in the GT-R’s 
short but devastating racing life down under was 
the climax of the 1992 Bathurst 1000, a moment 
etched in Australian motorsport folklore. 

Jim Richards and Mark Skaife combined in an 
attempt to repeat their 1991 Great Race crown, 
and were declared winners after Richards crashed 
the GT-R when a deluge hit the Mount Panorama 
circuit, resulting in a red flag. Richards, stuck on 
slicks, had already found the wall at the Cutting, 
leaving his left-front hanging, before sliding into 
a bunch of cars that had come to grief at Forrest 
Elbow, triggering the red flag. 

Skaife admits that driving the Skyline in the rain 
that day was the only time the car had frightened 
him: “If you weren’t scared on that day there was 
something wrong with you. | actually ran into the 
safety car at one point as | couldn’t see it when 
it came out. It was one of the wildest days.” 
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As per the regulations, when a race was 
red-flagged, the results were taken from a lap 
earlier, sparking an angry reaction from the 
partisan crowd. Not only had a Nissan beaten 
the favoured local Ford and Holden marques, 
but it had denied a Dick Johnson/John Bowe 
Ford victory. Johnson, who was classified 
second, then rewed up the angry crowd 
by declaring that he should have won. 

Cue the mob hurling beer cans towards 
the podium, before Richards and Skaife were 
presented with the trophy. These emotionally 
charged scenes came after a race that had claimed 
the life of Richards’ close friend, 1967 Formula 1 
world champion Denny Hulme, who had suffered 
a heart attack while behind the wheel. 

Skaife and Richards were announced onto 
the podium to a chorus of boos, resulting in one 
of the Great Race’s most memorable moments as 


Brock and Dick Johnson. 

t had contested only three 
races in Australia, but the 
GT-R had thrown downa 
gauntlet, andin1991 it would 
enjoy a season of crushing its 
opposition. It soon caught the 
attention of the officials, with 
Australian governing body 
CAMS instructing that the 
cars had to carry an extraiskg, 
ensuring that the GT-R was 
the heaviest machine on the 
gridat 1360kg. Despite the 
ballast, Richards and Skaife 


Richards uttered: “I’m just really stunned for 
words, | can’t believe the reception. | thought 
Australian race fans had a lot more to go than 
this. This is bloody disgraceful. I'll keep racing 
but | tell you what: this is going to remain with 
me fora long time. You’re a pack of arseholes.” 
Skaife recalls the incident vividly: “Jim is one 
of the most balanced human beings | have been 
around, and for him to say that | think captured 
the level of emotion and drama. The finish was 
pretty stressful, combined with what was a pretty 
stressful day and the knowledge that one of his 
best friends had passed away, and if you put all 
that together it was a pretty traumatic experience. 
“Fortunately for Jim we ended up driving 
together 10 years later and we won the race 
in 2002 [driving for the Holden Racing Team], 
and he was able to call them [the crowd] 


a ‘pack of wonderful people” 


won seven of the nine championship rounds, including six 1-2 
finishes, and Richards edged Skaife to the title by five points. 

To add the icing to the cake, the pair combined to win the 
Bathurst 1000 from pole by alap from 1990 winners Win Percy 
and Allan Grice driving a factory Holden VN Commodore. Such 
was the speed of the GT-R that Richards and Skaife broke the race 
record set in1984, completing the 1000km in six hours 19 minutes 
and 14.8 seconds, a record that would stand until 2010. 

But according to Skaife, the GT-R was far from easy to drive. 
“Targue today that our Supercars have way too much downforce 
and that effectively makes them too easy to drive” he points out. 
“So you think about the GTR — it had similar power ofa current 
Supercar and one inch smaller tyre width and weighed about the 
same, but it had no aero, actually it probably had lift. You’d arrive 
at The Chase at 300km/h [186mph], the same speeds as now, but 
because we didn’t have any drag or hardly any aero, you could not 
get through there flat, so it was a dead-set big boys’corner.” 

The success that led to the car being dubbed ‘Godzilla’ pleased 
Nissan executives and helped boost sales in Australia, but was met 
with negativity from the nation’s army of ardent fans supporting 


...but Richards (left, with Skaife) 
harangued crowd from podium 


the locally produced Ford and Holden race cars.“The Australian 
journos made up the nickname,” recalls Skaife.“Again it was 
controversial as it wasn’t a Ford or a Holden, so it went against the 
whole red-versus-blue tribal rivalry and social fabric of Australia. 

“But at the same time, here was anew car company that was 
spending a lot of money. There is no doubt in that era and with that 
level of performance and success you get the‘win on Sunday, sell on 
Monday’ effect. We had a big correlation with Nissan’s local success 
inthe market. I love that Henry Ford quote of‘auto racing began when 
the second car was built’ Car racing is about that. What we did for 
Nissan was unbelievable and it put Nissan on the map here.” 

The GT-R enjoyed one more year of dominance amid controversy 
in1992, before the curtain eventually fell on Group A in favour of the 
popular Super Touring regulations that swept the world, plus the 
introduction of Australia’s V8 formula, which formed the backbone 
of today’s Supercars Championship. Skaife won the 1992 ATCC title 
from team-mate Richards, the pair driving newly liveried red, white 
and yellow Winfield-backed entries. Skaife won four of the nine 
rounds, comprising two heats per meeting, and teamed up with 
Richards for a second successive Bathurst 1000 crown (see left). 

The success came amid CAMS imposing further weight penalties 
to bring the cars closer to the field — the GT-Rs ended the year 140kg 
heavier than the previous season, weighing in at 1500kg. CAMS also 
instructed Gibson Motorsport torun Formula 1-style pop-off valves 
onthe turbos to cut power from 640bhp to approximately 45o0bhp, 
althoughit has been reported that the team managed to circumvent 
this issue through acquired knowledge of how the valves operated. 
Gibson Motorsport even took the matter to court, citing that the 
sanctions rendered them uncompetitive. But their attempt for a 
reprieve was unsuccessful, and the history books will forever state 
that the car completed an ATCC and Bathurst double that season. 

The GT-R has left an indelible mark on Australian motorsport. 

It managed to not only upset the nation’s Ford-versus-Holden 
tribal rivalry, but was so dominant that it was effectively banned and 
brought an end to Group A racing.‘Godzilla’remains an Australian 
motorsport icon, and in 2016 the factory Nissan Supercars team paid 
homage to the car by adorning one of its Altimas in the red, white 

and blue of the 1991 GT-R for that year’s Bathurst 1000. The GT-R 
rightfully earned its nickname and, in terms of game-changing 
touring cars, it deserves its place alongside the all-time greats. 
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When Thundersports was introduced in 1983, few could have predicted that 


it would bring an army of heavy metal from the States to British circuits 


PAUL LAWRENCE 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


or a glorious seven-year period in the 1980s, British 

race tracks shook under the spectacle of Can-Am 

cars racing in Thundersports. Inits pomp, the series 

earned support-race slots at Brands Hatch’s British 

and European grands prix, and as the decade 

progressed a smattering of second-generation 
Can-Am monsters set the pace and madea sensational spectacle 
seldom matched in British racing. The Lola T530, March 827 and March 
847 were some of the biggest monsters even seen in action in Britain. 

Inthe late 1960s, the Canadian-American Challenge Cup was 
racing’s Wild West. The series had few rules — if cars had two seats, 
enclosed wheels and met some basic safety rules, then they were in. 
For five seasons, from 1967 to 1971, Bruce McLaren, Denny Hulme 
and Peter Revson dominated for McLaren. Big sponsorship meant big 
prize money, and it was worth McLaren and Hulme criss-crossing the 
Atlantic to dovetail Can-Am races into their Formula1 schedule. 

It was Porsche that brought the McLaren rule to an end with the 
turbocharged 1000bhp 917/10. In the face of such power, Can-Am, 
usually motivated by seven or eight litres of Chevrolet grunt, eventually 
withered and died. It was replaced at the top of the US tree by 
Formula 5000. But after a couple of dormant years, Can-Am 
returned in 1977, initially for single-seater F5000s with sportscar 
bodywork. There was also a two-litre class for bodied Formula 2 cars. 

Meanwhile, in the UK, circuit boss and promoter John Webb was 
looking for anew domestic flagship category after the end of the 
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single-seater F5000/Group 8/Aurora/British F1 epoch. Late in 1982, 
he announced Thundersports, a free-for-all sportscar category that 
drew inspiration from Can-Am. From 1983 to 1989, there were 51 
Thundersports races, mostly at the venues initially owned by Webb’s 
employers, Motor Circuit Developments. The calendar centred on 
Brands Hatch, Snetterton and Oulton Park, while Thruxton had 
arace most years and Donington Park hosted four rounds. In1986, 
arace was planned for the Birmingham street circuit, but was 
abandoned when the tail end of Hurricane Charley arrived. 

Computer magnate and historic racer John Foulston was an early 
adopter of the Thundersports concept and went to Can-Am for his 
equipment. The 1980 T'530 was Lola’s first dedicated ground-effect 
single-seater Can-Am design and, when Haas Racing folded its 
Can-Am programme at the end of 1981, two cars and lots of 
associated kit were sold to Foulston 

Foulston only ever ran one of the cars regularly, and his T530 was the 
sole competitive Can-Am car of the 1983 season. Even so, Foulston and 
co-driver Brian Cocks won only two of the seven races as transmission 
issues dogged the car. For Cocks, thenb f the Historic Sports Car 
Clubanda friend of Foulston, it was a big step up from historic racir 

One or two first-generation Can-Am cars came out occasionally, 
includinga McLaren MiB anda Lola T160, but the inaugural 
Thundersports race at Brands Hatch on Easter Monday was won by 
the Porsche 908/ of Derek Bell and Siggi Brunn. By June, the Foulston 
Lolahad won twice, but broke its crown wheel and pinion at Oulton 


THUNDERSPORTS MONSTERS OF MOTORSPORT 


Park. That race was run over the shorter Foster’s circuit, but there 
had been reports from testing that the T'530 was lifting its nose over 
the crest at Hilltop on the longer layout. The 1983 season ended on 
ahigh witha support race at the Brands Grand Prix of Europe anda 
45-car entry. Foulston and Cocks were beaten by the Lola T280 of 
Ray Mallock and John Cooper. 

For much of 1984, the more experienced John Brindley — racing 
coach and mentor for Foulston — replaced Cocks in the Lola, but 
engine issues dogged a season that delivered just two wins from 
nine rounds. Things were not greatly improved for 1985 when 
Foulston and Brindley won three times. It was also the year in which 
Foulston paid just over £smillion for Brands Hatch, Oulton Park 
and Snetterton. It was reported early in 1987 that his Atlantic 
Computers business was heading for pre-tax profits of £40m. 

The 1986 season finally brought a real upturn in Thundersports 
when the ambitious Burke Ratcliffe Racing team was formed to run 
two T530s. Funded by Suffolk landowner Nigel Burke and his mate 
Andrew Ratcliffe, the BRR squad sourced a pair of surviving T530s 
and employed former Firacer Mike Wilds to drive one of them. 

Wilds flew to California with Burke to buy the cars, but the 
programme did not start well.“I was testing on the Indy circuit at 
Brands inJune and the brake pedal went to the floor at Clearways,” 
said Wilds.“I managed to spin it, but it went through 360 and 
still went in headfirst and I broke my leg.” 

Conversely, Foulston and Brindley were cleaning up and were now 
equipped with an improved Team VDS development of the Ts30. 
They won five of the first six races in 1986 while the Burke Ratcliffe 


“I just adored driving them. They were 


not monsters to drive as they were so 


docile and didn’t really have any vices” 


team struggled to get onto the grid. For the aborted Birmingham race, 
Wilds qualified second, less than 0.1 seconds behind Foulston, and 
then Ratcliffe and Wilds won at Brands Hatch in September. Ratcliffe 
was replaced by David Leslie for the Oulton Park final, and they 

won again. Finally, there was aCan-Am contest in Thundersports. 

As one of Britain’s most versatile racers, Wilds loved the cars: 

just adored driving them. They were not monsters to drive as they 
were so docile and didn’t really have any vices. A Group C car had 
around 4s5obhp boosted to 85obhp by the turbo. But ina Can-Am car 
you could leave it in top gear, and it would pull from nothing. Ithad 
immense torque. They gave that lovely surge of power: you could slide 
the car out of corners and the noise was sensational. They were racing 
drivers’ cars, with more than 6oobhp. It was lovely to have that kind 
of power available and it made them easier to drive. If youmadea 
mistake you could power out of it, but you were travelling very 
quickly and they were not particularly strong.” 

The 1987 season proved to be the high-water mark for Can-Am 
cars inthe UK. Foulston and Brindley were back, BRR fielded two cars 
at times, and two Marches joined the grid. Simpson Engineering 
entered the fray with an 827 for wealthy Italian Stefano Sebastiani, who 
raced as‘Stingbrace’ and team boss Robin Smith, while Patrick Capon 
rolled out an 847 for his mate Richard Piper and Tiff Needell. Bringing 
the Can-Am field toa possible six cars, Colin Poolimporteda 
Lola T330-based Frissbee and shared it with Bill Wykeham. 

“Colin bought it along with a lot of other stuff from Newman-Haas: >> 
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March 827 leads a gaggle 
at Snetterton in 1987... 


THUNDERSPORTS MONS 9F MO 2SPO 


...with David Leslie pressing 


he even got the popcorn machine!” laughs Wykeham. “He sold a lot of it 

on, but the Frissbee was left over and he ran it in Thundersports. It was 

short on fuel capacity but it was great fun to drive. It looked stunning 

but was too wide for most of the pit garages. It was usually a midfield 

finisher, but we got a podium when David Leslie shared it with me.” 
Roy Kennedy was installed as team manager at BRR for 1987 and 

brought Ian Flux with him. Foulston and Brindley won at Oulton 

Park on Good Friday, but three days later at Brands the scale of the 

opposition became clear. Smith and Sebastiani put the March 827 

on pole, and Wilds and Flux won, while Foulston retired after four 

laps witha broken gearbox. Back at Brands in the early summer, Flux 

drafted Ian Taylor in to share the winning BRR Lola, while Foulston and 

Brindley were back in third behind Smith and Sebastiani. The March 

took a first win at Snetterton ahead of Piper/Will Hoy and Wykeham/ 

Leslie as the Lolas faltered, and then Piper and Needell pipped Flux 

and Wilds to victory ina thriller at Thruxton. The year finished 

with six Can-Am cars making a mighty spectacle at Oulton Park, 

with Richard Jones andJohn Williams in the second BRR Lola. 

Flux recalls the Oulton weekend: “It was my most satisfying 

Thundersports race. It was Oulton with the old Knickerbrook, andI 

went out on fresh rubber and put it on pole.I’d love to be able to watch 

an onboard of that lap. It was a case of take a deep breath and only doit 

once. It was pulling about 175mph on the approach to Knickerbrook. 


Richard Piper’s March 847 
was a spectacular addition 


You had to have a lot of respect for those cars. They weren’t very 
strong, but they were bloody quick!” 

Foulston and Brindley won at Oulton Park as the 1987 season closed, 
but three weeks later Foulston died at Silverstone while testing his 
McLaren Mis Indycar. It impacted the sport in many ways, and came 
at atime when Thundersports was at a crossroads. His T530 ran only 
once in 1988, when Wilds and Brindley won at Brands Hatch on Easter 
Monday. Otherwise, a sole BRR Lola won the other four races, with Flux, 
Wilds and Brindley making up the driver squad. Smith and Sebastiani 
hada season of unreliability, while Eddie McLurg dropped in once to 
share his two-litre Can-Am March-BMW 822 with Simon Hadfield. 

Flux was sad to see the end of the 1988 season: “Ofall the race cars 
I’ve been lucky enough to drive, it was my favourite by miles. I got £250 
arace and 25% of the prize money. The money was brilliant, and soa 
win was worth £1250. I could live on about £150 a week back then!” 

The 1989 season represented the end of Thundersports amid an 
ongoing decline of Can-Am cars. The BRR Lolas were sold back to 
the US, and the Simpson March recorded a single finish as a mere nine 
cars drew the curtains on the category at Oulton Park in September. 
Initial hopes that the new BRDC Group C2 Championship would 
prove a worthy replacement were not realised, but it did later morph 
into British GT. Sadly, those awe-inspiring second-generation 
Can-Am cars never raced again in the UK. 
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INSIGHT SUPERCARS SUPERSTAR 


WHAT MADE 
JAMIE WHINCUP 
sO GOOD 


Jamie Whincup is arguably the greatest 
Australian Supercars driver of all time. 
Friends and rivals have their say why 


ANDREW VAN LEEUWEN 


PHOTOGRAPHY motorsport 


amie Whincup hung up his helmet at the conclusion 
of the 2021 Australian Supercars season. Well, sort of. 
J Ina Supercars-specific quirk he’ll probably be back 
asaco-driver at the Bathurst 1000, so his driving 
career isn’t completely over. 
But the point is he’s no longer a Supercars full-timer — last year’s 
Great Race represented the end of the greatest driving career in 
Australian Touring Car Championship/V8 Supercars/Supercars 
history. Whincup retires with 124 race wins, 237 podiums, 92 poles 
and seven titles, eacha category record. His Bathurst 1000 tally is seen 
as his greatest‘weakness’ thanks to some high-profile failures on 
Australia’s biggest racing stage, but the reality is he’s still a four- 
time Bathurst winner. Only six drivers have won more. 
Remarkably, Whincup’s record-breaking Supercars career 
started witha stumble. After a brilliant stint in karting and winning 
the hotly contested Australian Formula Ford Championship, his 
dream promotion to the big league in 2003 with Garry Rogers 
Motorsport turned into a nightmare. After a tough year spent mostly 
in the outdated VX Commodore, Whincup was unceremoniously 
dumped by GRM. It wasn’t until 2005 that he got his second chance 
with Tasman Motorsport, which opened the door for him the 
following season to join arelatively new team — Triple Eight — 
withits sights set firmly on the big guns. 
Over the years that followed, Whincup became the category’s new 
benchmark, a hard worker and ruthless, uncompromising winner. How 
did he doit? We asked some key rivals and his title-winning engineer. >> 


—_ 
Bathurst 2021 was the | 
end of the most illustrious 


career in Australian tin-tops 
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Whincup was pipped to 
the 2007 title by Tander 
after an intense battle 


JUST MORE 
PERFORMANCE 


GRM team-mate, then beat Whincup to the 2007 title 

“Tknew he was good pretty early on, even before we were team-mates 
at Garry Rogers Motorsport. When he was in Formula Ford in 2002 
we were keeping an eye on him, because he was sponsored by 
Valvoline and there was a connection there. 

“Formula Ford back then was like the world championship — it was 
so competitive. And he qualified on pole at Winton by something 
like a second. We were like, ‘Far out, how did he do that?’ That was 
the moment I realised he was special. 

“He jumped in the Supercar at the end of that year for atest andhe 
could just doit. You can always tell whena driver jumps in a Supercar 
for the first time if they can doit or not. And he just did it. I was like, 
“Yeah, OK, this guy has got something’ 

When we were team-mates at GRM in 2003 1 was like, ‘T’mnot 
going to let this young guy show me up. I wouldn’t say Iwas ruthless 
with him, but I was competitive. Anyway, he was ona hiding to 
nothing in that first year. I was inthe new VY Commodore and 
the VX he was in wasn’t any good even when it was new. Eventually 
we built a second VY and he got in one for the last couple of rounds, 
and he was immediately on the same pace as me. But Garry had 


“AFTER HE WON SIX TITLES, THE 
INTENSITY AND DESIRE TO WIN THE 
SEVENTH WAS AS STRONG AS EVER” 


made up his mind by that stage. It was a tough year for Jamie. 
It was old-school Garry; make the guy work hard for it. And it 
didn’t work for either party. 

“Tknow you always think your period was the golden period 
ofracing, but the battle between Walkinshaw and Triple Eight 
between 2006 and 2009 wasas intense as it has ever beenin Australian 
motorsport, I think. That’s what laid the groundwork for what Jamie 
went on to achieve, because the intensity and the work required to 
beat each other was immense. It was TWR versus Triple Eight and 
it was hardcore. The teams wanted to beat each other desperately 
and that filtered down to the drivers. 
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OUR JOURNALISTS COVER 
ALL MAJOR SERIES 


Tander reckons Whincup’s 
attention to detail was 


on another level 


“We still talk about how intense it was and reminisce about it fondly. 
He probably reminisces about 2007 less fondly than me, but I won the 
battle and he won the war. Maybe he figured out how to win the 
championship by coming up alittle bit short that year. 

“The thing about Jamie is his attention to detail. A lot of people told 
me that about him before I went to Triple Eight, how impressive it is. 
Asa driver you always think your own preparation and own attention 
to detail is pretty good. But his is exceptional. Inow know what it 
means to drive a Triple Eight car because the attention to detail init 
is remarkable. And from what you hear, he’s been a big part of that. 

“His speed is good, it’s impressive. And it’s relentless, that’s the 
big thing. But it’s the little 1%ers... we all talk about 1%ers, but he 
would break them down to 0.5%ers. 

“The thing that always impressed me so much is that after he won 
six titles, the intensity and desire to win the seventh was as strong 
as ever. To keep that up for that long is pretty impressive. 

“I spoke to him after Bathurst last year and I said,“What do you 
reckon? How do you feel?’ And he said, ‘Yeah, I’m ready? For him 
to have that realisation two hours after getting out of the car, 
that would be quite refreshing, I would have thought.” 
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WILL DAVISON 
Best friend, Supercars title rival in 2009 
“We've had so many fights over the years. Jamie races hard. He’s 
always beena... controlled loose unit. [think that’s the best way to 
describe him. He’s a freestyler, he’s never held back. Whenever he’s 
overstepped the mark, he’s the first one to admit it. But it hasn’t 
happened often, he’s very fair. For somebody that goes so hard, 
whether it’s his normal driving style or attack mode in a race, 
he’s got a good, clean quality about him. He likes to win fair. 
“He’s had so much pace his whole career. A lot of pace, a career 
of car speed. But car speed is only one thing. He’s abit like Lewis 
Hamilton. It’s fine being in superior equipment but you've got to 
maximise every single opportunity and every single lap that you 
have in that equipment. They’ve both had team-mates in the 
same equipment that don’t have the same CV. 
“Jamie is smart. Of course he’s had weaknesses, but he would 
fix them. Ifhe ever makes a mistake, he never makes it again. And on 
the days you take more risks than him, because you've got less to lose, 
he’ll put his ego aside and know he’s being the bigger person. The 
reason he’s won so many championships is because he’s smart — 
he knows when to go hard and he knows when he shouldn’t. 

“He can be looser than anyone, even in his everyday life. AndI mean 
looser as acompliment, not ina bad way. He does crazy stuff. He’s as 
crazy as anyone in the right way. Andhe controls it well. 


“Tt doesn’t matter if you’re water s 


iing, on a snowboard, ona dirt 


bike, on amountain bike, whatever. H 
anyone else, andina skilful way. And 
“I first raced him in karts. He wasa 


e’s doing something crazier than 
that’s how he drives a racing car. 
freestyler in karts, but so skilful 


and never dumb. He would just never give up. You’d pass him but you’d 
know he was going to find a way back. And it would be what you’d least 
expect. You’d think he was going to doa switchback up the inside and 


he’d go around the outside. He was so hard to predict and so hard to beat. 


Dutton was awed by 
Whincup’s brilliance from 
the engineering seat 


“We fought each other hard. It was difficult as mates. There were 
some heated moments and wild battles, but alot of respect. There 
were times we'd look at each other on the podium and we both 
knew we'd pushed each other to the limit. 

“He’s just relentless when you're behind him. I’ve hada lot of 
second places to him. I’d drive the race of my life and I’d be right 
with him, but he just wouldn’t blink. 

“One that stands out is Adelaide in 2011. It was wet, very awkward 
conditions. We were on slicks at the start. We must have passed and 
repassed each other 15 times. That’s one of the most memorable races 
we had, unreal. It was loose and that’s how he loves it. The looser the 
conditions, you see him getting more excited each lap. Like a lunatic 
onajet ski, the more shit gets crazy, the more excited he gets and the 
harder he pushes. It has led to some phenomenal performances.” 


MARK DUTTON 

Five titles as Whincup’s engineer; Triple Eight 

team manager since 2014 

“There are a few great races that stick inmy mind from Jamie’s career, 
although there are too many toremember them all. One that always 
stands out is Adelaide 2012, race one. Just after his father had passed 
away. That’s his most special win, I reckon. He had to do all the work; 
we did the extra stop strategy because it was going to be a fuel race. 
Instead of conserving we decided to do the extra stop, and told Jamie, 
“You have to do quali lap after quali lap after qualilap if you want to 
win this thing’ And he did. That one was spectacular. 

“There are other ones where people don’t really see it, but you can 
see the brilliance from the engineering seat. One of his Sandown 500 
wins, for example. He was gapping the field, conserving fuel, looking 
after the tyres, just doing everything. And when I say saving fuel I mean 
alot of it, but still gapping the field at an amazing rate. It was one of 


those ones where you go, ‘How ish 


e doing all of that at once? That’s 


“In 2009 we had some great battles going for the Supercars 
championship. There were times when you'd least expect him 
tomakea mistake, and he did. There were other times when the 


going got tough and he went toanew 
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Davison: “I’ve had a lot of second 
places to him. I’d drive the race of 
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pretty cool’ People can see the gapping but they can’t see the fuel 
usage. They would think he’s going flat-out, but he wasn’t. 

“There have been some special ones like that. Bathurst 2012, that’s 
another. How tight we were on fuel... we’d use a bit too much on one 
lap, save a bit the next lap, it was on the razor edge. But he managed it. 

“And Townsville in 2012, when Vodafone was on the way out as our 
main sponsor and we were talking to Red Bull about taking over. Roland 
[Dane, team boss] came inand said, ‘Guys, this is an important race. We 
need to win this one. We’ve needed to win races in the past, but this 
one... this is a big deal because we're trying to sign anew sponsor’ 

“Tt puta lot of pressure on us. It ended up being another fuel race 
and from memory we had Mark Winterbottom on our tail. All year 
‘Frosty’ had been burning out his tyres but in this race he didn’t. He 
didn’t drop away, which meant we couldn’t conserve as much fuel 
as we wanted. And at the same time he was right on Jamie’s bumper, 
so he was saving fuel by being in the draft. But Jamie got it done. 

“There are those results where not everybody knows the 
back story or understands the context. But they were a big deal. 

“Another thing about Jamie is that he was always a new-track 


Whincup’s professionalism 
rubbed off on McLaughlin 


KLYNSMITH 


specialist. That was always a lot of fun. Whenever we rolled up toa 
brand-new circuit, where nobody had set foot — Abu Dhabi, Circuit 
of The Americas, all those places — he would just clean up. We prided 
ourselves on that. After a while it became an expectation and that put 
some pressure on him as well, but he always dealt it.” 


Supercars title rival 2017 
“Jamie was at his peak when I came into Supercars full-time in 2013. 
He’djust come off winning Bathurst in 2012 and had won four titles 
in five years. He was the big dog. 
“I remember Queensland Raceway that year, when I took my second 
Supercars win. I got the jump on himat the start and he followed me for 
thirtysomething laps. About a second back, the whole time. He never let 
go. I could tell he was trying things. That’s something he does so well 
compared to other drivers. And that’s something I learned from him. 
He thinks, he reacts to things you do, he attacks you when he thinks 
you're vulnerable. He’ll back off when he knows he can’t get you and 
then come back at you again. He makes you think about things. You 
have to be thorough and accurate when you're racing him. 
“Tlearneda lot from racing Jamie, particularly from how professional 
he was both ontrack and offit. He stuck to himself a little bit and 
showed that, you know, there’s no friends out there but you can be 
respectful. I ended up doing that a little bit, I separated myself a bit 
from alot of the drivers and focused on myself and making myself 
and my team better. He did that as well. 
“He put a book out earlier in his career and Iremember key things 
from it, like how he prepared his race boots and so on. I know a lot of 
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New-track specialist Whincup 7 
would just rock up and clean up 


“2 - this is Abu Dhabi in 2012 


it couldbe bullshit, but I felt like [learned a few things about how he 
works and attached it to my driving. 

“In 2017 we were the main guys. There were people in contention, 
but we were the main dudes for the whole season. It was back and 
forth. He’d lead the championship, then I’d lead the championship, 
all the way to the last lap. It was an unreal battle and when I lost the 
championship on the last lap it hurt me, but it changed me forever. I 
grew as arace driver from that. That Newcastle race is one that defines 
me. And I puta lot of that down to Jamie, because he never gave up. 

“Tt was the same for me from then onwards. Every point counted; 
every little bit counted. Before that I took too much for granted. IfI got 
abad start I dropped my head and would dwell on it for the rest of the 
race. But Jamie never did that. He just got on with it. If you want to be 
a pure race driver, that’s who you should base yourself off. 

“What Iloved about the rivalry with Jamie was that, yeah, we had 
afew blues, but it was never like we’d go to the next race and not talk 
to each other. We'd just get on with it, or text or call during the week. 
We didn’t hold grudges, we just got on with it. 

“He never faded, he retired at the perfect time. And I really mean 
that. Shane van Gisbergen had it on him in 2021, but it was close in2019 
and 2020. He’s still very capable, he just has more outside influences 
now. He’s havinga kid, he’s got business interests, and he also owns and 
runs the team. There’s only so much you can do and still put enough 
into driving the car. Andit’s unrealistic to think you can do everything. 

“But at his peak, there was never any bullshit, no outside influences, 
he was just a Supercars driver. And he was awesome.” 4 


McLaughlin “grew 
racing di 
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Al-Attiyah was on 

course for a fourth 

Dakar Rally victory 

at close of play 
on Monday 
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Al-Attiyah’s desert speed hasn’t deserted him 


DAKAR RALLY 


Nasser Al-Attiyah led the Dakar Rally for 
Toyota as Autosport closed for press, with 
four days still remaining to be contested 
in the Saudi Arabian desert. 

The rally kicked off on 1 January as the 
inaugural round of the new World Rally Raid 
Championship following the agreement 
between the FIA and Amaury Sport 
Organisation. The event featured the debut 
of the new T1+ and Ti Ultimate prototypes 
(those with alternative propulsion 
technology), with Audi Sport’s RS Q e-tron 
(electric propulsion with range extender) the 
first reference in the latter category. But the 
Balance of Performance created by the FIA 
through the black boxes installed in each 
car meant that, on paper, machines from 
each class were candidates for victory. 

Al-Attiyah set the pace from the Prologue 
stage, where he beat the Audi of Carlos 
Sainz, but the big difference and the 


provisional blow of the rally came on stage 
one, a loop around Hail, in the north of Saudi 
Arabia. There, the Qatari Toyota Gazoo 
Racing driver and his co-driver Mathieu 
Baumel got a controversial roadbook note 
right first time at around kilometre 257 
(of the 333) and saw their rivals — with the 
exception of Sebastien Loeb (Bahrain Raid 
Xtreme), who followed in their footsteps 
— lose a huge amount of time. Sainz was 
the biggest loser, and said goodbye to 
his chances of fighting for victory after 
finishing more than two hours behind. 
Two-time World Rally champion and 
three-time event winner Sainz made history 
on stage three by sealing the first victory 
for an electric-powered vehicle in the Dakar 
Rally. Loeb quickly emerged as Al-Attiyah’s 
main rival, giving Prodrive its first Dakar 
victory on stage two. But on the third day, 
a loop around Al Qaisumah, he suffered 
a driveshaft problem, leaving Loeb with 
front-wheel drive for much of the day and 
more than 30 minutes down at the finish. 
Meanwhile, Stephane Peterhansel, winner 


Sainz, here passing 
Saudi ‘crowd’, wona 
stage in electric Audi 


of the 2021 Dakar and now with Audi, 
suffered shock absorber problems and 
is out of the battle for the victory. 
Al-Attiyah went into Saturday’s rest 
day with a lead of more than 45 minutes 
over local driver Yazeed Al-Rajhi (Toyota 
Overdrive) and, although Loeb won again 
on stage seven, the Qatari had a cushion of 
more than 35 minutes with four days to go. 
In the bikes, the debut of former MotoGP 
rider Danilo Petrucci with the Tech3 KTM 
team attracted the spotlight. Although the 
Italian was out of the fight on the second 
stage due to a bike failure, he won the fifth 
after Toby Price was penalised. The battle 
has been very tight, and Englishman 
Sam Sunderland (GasGas) was in 
the lead with four stages to go. 
The rally has also been affected by 
the explosion of an assistance vehicle 
that left French driver Philippe Bourton 
with leg injuries. Organisers decided 
to increase security and to continue 
while investigations were completed. 


1 Nasser Al-Attiyah/Matthieu Baumel (Toyota GR DKR 
Hilux) 27h45m52s; 2 Sebastien Loeb/Fabian Lurquin 
(Prodrive Hunter) +37m58s; 3 Yazeed Al-Rajhi/Michael 
Orr (Toyota Hilux Overdrive); 4 Jakub Przygonski/Timo. 
Gottschalk (Mini JCW Buggy); 5 Orlando Terranova/Daniel 
Oliveras (Prodrive Hunter); 6 Vladimir Vasilyev/Oleg 
Uperenko (BMW XS); 7 Giniel de Villiers/Dennis Murphy 
(Toyota GR DKR Hilux); 8 Sebastian Halpern/Ronnie 
Graue (Mini JCW Buggy); 9 Martin Prokop/Viktor 

Chytka (Ford Raptor RS CC); 10 Mathieu Serradori/ 

Loic Minaudier (Century CR6). 


% motorsport.tv 
Watch highlights at Motorsport.tv 
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WEB DIRECTORY 


!EDS WEB DIRECTORY 


RACE RADIO 


| Professional Team Radio 
System For All Budgets 


REOLLECTORS com #1 FOR FI MEMORABILIA 
Rye EN ee” & AUTOGRAPHS 
= 4 We buy and sell F1 items 
= \ AVRTON SENNA specialists 


Call CHRIS GRINT 
a 2 0n763 274048 
= email:- sales@f1collectors.com 


INSURANCE 


Insurance for Drivers 
and Race Teams 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com 


RACE PARTS 


@ ordsport, » Part ON 


Performance and Tuning Parts 


Leading performance brands online 


RACE PARTS 


oe About Motorsport 


(ic) rmecesnacrallu 


SAW! ichaceandFallyicom 


TO ADVERTISE IN AUTOSPORT 
a CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CONTACT 


OUR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER 
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INSURANCE 


RACE PREPARATION 


WWW.YBRACING.COM 


RACE PARTS 


YA Beste SUMP 
SYSTEMS 

ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC. 
WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


ors RKoo. Aare” 


RV SALES AND SERVICE 


MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICE 


Ben Fullick 
T: +44 (0)7884 117 237 
E: ben.fullick@motorsport.com 


MARKETPLACE 


=) CAGED LASER ENGINEERING 


Automotive Engineering and Fabrication Specialists 
Bespoke & Standard Roll Cages 


S9G00000008 


MACHINING SEL wa DESIGN HOT 
FABRICATION FABRICATION RRP EQUIPMENT COATING FOLDING cUrine Last NG 


Market leaders in roll cage and chassis fabrication 


Producing bespoke and standard roll cages, designed, 
manufactured and finished to the highest standard all under one roof 


All roll cages are MSA or FIA approved 


10% DISCOUNT CODE: AUTOSPORT2022 
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D) motorsport UK 


Unit 12 

Ash Farm 
Business Park 
Holcombe 
Radstock 

BA3 5EX 


+44 (0) 1761 239133 


info@cagedlaser.co.uk 
www.cagedlaser.co.uk 
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MONTH DATE VENUE CATEGORY ‘SERIES 


SERIES 


‘SERIES 


march | 15 | GooDwooD | TRACKDaY| _HRDC 


HRDC 


HRDC 


MAY | 15 | MALLORY PARK RACE JACK SEARS 


“ALLSTARS 


ALFAS. 


JUNE | 1-12 THRUXTON RACE JACK SEARS 


ALLSTARS 


ALFAS 


wy | “LYDDEN HILL RACE | JACK SEARS 


ALLSTARS. 


JULY SNETTERTON | RACE | JACK SEARS 


ALLSTARS 


ALFAS 
ALFAS. 


suy | | outTonpaRK | RACE | JACK SEARS 


AUGUST | 14 BRANDS HATCH RACE 


AUGUST 29 CASTLE COMBE | RACE JACK SEARS 


ALLSTARS 


OCTOBER | 22-23 | SILVERSTONE GP j RACE JACK SEARS 


ALLSTARS _ 


HY’ HRDC ‘DUNLOP ALLSTARS’ HRDC ‘CLASSIC AL 


for pre-’66 SPORTS, GT & TOURING CARS 


COMPETITION ENQUIRIES: JULIUS THURGOOD 07850 361159 - direct@juliusthurgood.co.uk » www.hrdc.uk 


ClasicAtfa @ \P> 
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for 750-116 ALF 
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RACE PREPARATION 


GRAPHITE 


ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING 


NOT ALL 3D PRINTED PARTS ARE CREATED EQUAL 


“Always very impressed with the service, advice and quality.” — Simon Benton 


01296 482 673 | sales@graphite-am.co.uk 
www.graphite-am.co.uk 


MARKETPLACE 


fe. Experts in 


Wy 
texense bespoke sensing 
sensors by TEXYS technologies 


Accurate, reliable TPMS, that 
never fails under PRESSURE 


Bulletproof installation, utilizing tried and tested wireless technology DATA-SHEET 
High level of coverage (over 97 % average per lap in FIA F2 & F3) 

Advanced corner recognition receivers. 

Two sensor options: basic measurements (TPMS-RS21) or development 

oriented (TPMS-IR21). 

Replaceable battery reduces unnecessary scraping of sensors 


Easy installation: no additional loom required, plug & play on CAN bus. i 
lartners with F 


Remote control & additional garage monitoring system available. RENVALE 3 


TPMS-IR21 TPMS-RS21 TPMS-GM21 Contact Texys UK: 


a sales@texys.co.uk 
eo. 2) > ep EF +44 (0)1379 673 673 


4 A 
www.texense.com 
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RACE PREPARATION 


R RIMSAVERS 


ALLOY WHEEL RIM PROTECTORS 


MADE IN 


BRITAIN , 
e) j K a = " 


r 


WWW.rimsavers.com 


MOTORSPORT 
PUMPS ad ap 
(OTP) High lity, reliabl jet 3020.1) £62.02 
igh quality, reliable, quiet "fzio urejue 
anbaet fsa. 08 


(P3017. " Used by professionals 42), 210 LTR/HR @ 3BAR 
ioe. B 80 


CPO 057.04. a ! PNOP 27 ~— 272.20 
h | t 


(P3018, 1) n82979-1) 
Replaces): y 264 LTR/HR 
gy 7 N228 LTR/HR ORL 


A NeTANKY 
forPlonoy “go2ios "9 FUELPUMPS 


(P3019.1) 


a) 1378|LTR/HR 


318 LTR/HR @ 3BAR 


Replaces:}Besch\0580/254,044 


Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk 


TRACK DAYS 


hel 
Normal business resumes covering all of the UK/EU major 
circuits and with a selection of Caterhams to suit the 
beginner through to the experienced race driver. 
Not just your average track day company. 


MIE! §s¢€ 


AUTOSPORT 


iC RACELOGIC 
.VBOX 


RACE PREPARATION 


ae 


ss» MARDI GRAS 
77 77 MOTORSPORT 


FERODO| BOS SNXenS 
PERFORMANCE 
PROTRUST 
SOLUTIONS wees 
CALL FOR MORE INFO 20 BRUNEL CLOSE ‘email: info@mardigras.co.uk 
01327 858 OOG | v70n reL0s inoustaInL estaTE) www.marat k 


DAVENTRY. MNTI BRB 


www.performanceclutch.co.uk 


MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS 


RACE PREPARATION 


T: 01342 891877 E: info@Imaautoparts.co.uk = W: www.|maautoparts.co.uk 


Est 1990 
Suppliers of Motorsport.& Performance products 
worldwide 


Essentials - Seats & Harnesses - Heat Management - Oils 
Vehicle Set Up & Pit Equipment - Video Recording & Data Logging 
Gauges - HEL Performance,Manufacture - Gauge Pipelines & Fittings 
Engine Fan Kits & Fittings - Electrical Accessories - Fuel Hose & Fittings 
Silicone Hose ~Tools & Tools Storage - “Speedwell” 


&) ax, © ong 


nD 


Gees 


| 
if @lmamotorsport @Imamotorsport yi @Imaautoparts 


The Green Barn, Antlands Lane East, Shipley Bridge, Horley, Surrey, RH6 9TE 


RACE PREPARATION 


“At Arun Holdings we specialise 
in similar quality classic and 
racing cars. Please visit our 

@ Website for more details or 
contact Paul for personal and 

confidential service.” 

art Exchanges of road and race cars 
welcomed on all our sales" 


ARUN HOLDINGS 


Paul Brzezinski 


Nicholas Overall 


mas Chassis number TS15-07. 
Rare and desirable F2 Surtees 
race prepared to a very high 
standard using many parts 
sourced or re-manufactured by 
the late John Surtees. 285bhp 
Cosworth BDG engine and 
Newland FG400 gearbox. Less 
than | hour since re-build. 
New FIA papers on sale. 


£89,950 ono 


Driven by Marcel Becquart 
and Gordon Wilkins in 

the 1952 Le Mans Race. 
Lovingly restored over the 
years by two Jowett experts 
with original chassis and 
body. In beautiful condition 
with superb history and 


An immaculate fully restored 
MGC Registered new on 21 
November 1968, this MGC 
shows just 3 owners and 
was extensively restored by 
the previous owner at huge 
expense prior to July 2019, 
hardly used by the current 
MGOC member hence it 
needs a new home. 


£29,999 ono 


www.arunholdings.co.uk 


Paul Brzezinski Mobile: + 44 (0) 7790 016214 Email: paul@arunholdings.co.uk 
Based Nr Alresford in Hampshire 
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RECRUITMENT 
DRIVEN BY 
PASSION 


Find your dream job 


Here at Autosport we've been helping people find great jobs in motorsport for over 
60 years. Today we're launching a new global motorsport jobs site, where you can: 


Find the latest jobs in motorsport 
Apply for a job with just one click 
Upload your CV and let recruiters find you 


Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move 


motorsport 


motorsportjobs.com Hntorspaéfibe 


-A Motorsport 
Network Company 


GB3 British F4 champion Rees graduates with JHR 


*#AUTOSPORT 


CLUB RACING eHISTORICS e FEATURES N A | | @) N A L 


How Radical has refined 
its fastest-selling racer 


Autosport gets behind the wheel 
of the upgraded SR10 
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NEW SUPER TOURING TURNER AND TOPHAM’S BRSCC INTRODUCES 
SERIES IS LAUNCHED GT4 ASTON ATTACK EXTRA MX-5 CONTEST 


BS NATIONAL 
MOTORSPORT 
Vi ACADEMY 


©9000 


+44 (0)1159 123456 
MOTORSPORT.NDA.AC.UK 


What do you want to do when you grow up? 


It's never to late to go back to school and gain the 
career you always dreamed of. The National Motorsport 
Academy's motorsport degrees have been designed to 
fitin around your current job and help you lear the skills 
needed to work in professional motorsport. 


The NMA School of Engineering offers three learning 
levels which can be studies full or part time. Choose from 
a BSc (Hons) Motorsport Engineering, BSc (Hons) Final 
Year Top-Up Motorsport Engineering or an MSc Advanced 
Motorsport Engineering. 


Our Business School offers those with a commercial 
background the opportunity to convert their existing 
qualifications into a motorsport specific Master’s degree 
with the MA Business of Motorsport. 


Start your degree any time, fit your studies in around your 
work and home life and finally fulfil your childhood dream 
with the National Motorsport Academy! 


BSc (Hons) 


MOTORSPORT 
ENGINEERING 
+FINAL YEAR TOPUP 

START ANYTIME 


FLEXIBLE STUDY 
STUDENT LOANS 


MSc 


MA 


ADVANCED BUSINESS OF 

MOTORSPORT MOTORSPORT 

ENGINEERING 

START ANYTIME START ANYTIME 

FLEXIBLE STUDY FLEXIBLE STUDY 

STUDENT LOANS STUDENT LOANS 
MOTORSPORT.NDA.AC.UK 


All degrees awarded by our academic partner De Montfort University. 
Join students from Formula 1, WRC & WEC with the NMA’s 


industry-led online motorsport degrees. 


Hughes has already been 
racing with CTCRC in Vectra 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


NEW SUPER TOURING SERIES 
IS LAUNCHED BY CTCRC 


CLASSIC TOURING CARS 


The Classic Touring Car Racing Club 
will expand its portfolio to include 
anew category for Super Touring 
cars at British Automobile Racing 
Club-run meetings this year. 

The Super Tourers series will cater 
for the popular cars that characterised 
the British Touring Car Championship’s 
1990s boom period as well as more recent 
BTC Touring and Super 2000 tin-tops. 

A four-round calendar kicks off at the 
Silverstone International circuit on 26-27 
March before taking in events at Oulton 
Park, Thruxton and Donington Park. 
Backing from Michelin — which will 
contribute towards the prize fund — has 
been secured with the help of former 
BTCC driver Jason Hughes, last year’s 
CTCRC Classic Thunder champion, 
who will field his Vauxhall Vectra. 

Other recent attempts to provide 
a home for the high-tech touring cars 
have had varying levels of success. Period 
stars such as John Cleland and Patrick 
Watts were regular features of the Historic 
Sports Car Club’s series, which attracted 
strong grids at events including the 
Silverstone Classic. But, since being 
rebranded as the Dunlop Saloon Car Cup 
in 2019, earlier Group A machinery has 


dominated numerically, with only a 
handful of Super Touring cars competing. 

CTCRC chairman Stuart Caie is 
confident that giving the cars their 
own grid, together with the club’s 
ethos, prize money and focus on 
touring car racing alone, will prove 
to be an attractive proposition. 

“We've got touring cars through 
the years from Pre-’66 all the way 
up to Super Tourers now,” said Caie. 
“Every year is catered from Pre-’66 
up to Group 1 in Pre-’83; Pre-’93 is 
the Group A era [albeit currently with 
production-based regulations], and then 
after that into the Super Tourer era.” 

The club enjoyed strong grids last year, 
with healthy increases across all of its 
categories, and membership numbers more 
than doubling in the past three years. 

“We've kept the rules stable and 
focused solely on touring car racing, 
building on what we had,” said Caie. 
“Colin Gibbons [competitions secretary] 
and I have a common goal, which is 
to make the club the place to bring 
a saloon car in the UK. 

“T think the prize money helped 
massively, but I do think the support 
from BARC over recent years has 
helped significantly as well.” 

MARK PAULSON 


BARC LOOKING AT 
PADDOCK SPACE 
AMID ENTRY RISE 


BARC 


The British Automobile Racing 
Club is assessing how it can 
improve the management of 
paddock space at its events after 
an increase in entries last year. 

The club’s average grid size 
rose by 14% in 2021 to 24 cars, 
while eight individual series 
enjoyed an increase of more 
than 25%, meaning space within 
the paddock at some busier 
meetings was at a premium. 

BARC group CEO Ben Taylor 
says it is a nice challenge 
to have and that the club is 
looking at how it can ensure all 
competitors have enough room. 

“Tf the grids have increased 
somewhere between 25% and 
50%, that’s a lot of people and 
a lot of equipment you need to 
get in paddock space that hasn’t 
got any bigger,” he explained. 
“We're having a look at what 
we could do about this. 

“Tt can really change the 
enjoyment of a weekend for 
a competitor. You feel like 
you haven’t got the space you 
would want to have and it’s 
not good for anybody to have 
an experience like that.” 

The BARC has recruited 
former MG Car Club 
competitions secretary 
John Hutchison to bolster 
its organisational team as it 
seeks to ensure paddock space 
is being allocated correctly. 

“We’re looking at whether we 
put someone in for the paddock 
management role at bigger 
meetings, rather than leaving it 
to the individual championships 
or venues,” added Taylor. “We'll 
be making sure championships 
aren’t being encouraged to fight 
among themselves for space.” 
STEPHEN LICKORISH 


ig Cars among 
_ the series to have larger grids 
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Turner (left) and Topham 
on GT4 debut 


Turner/Topham 
back for full 
GT4 campaign 


Darren Turner and Matt Topham will 
remain in British GT this season and are 
targeting the outright GT4 title after 
clinching Pro-Am honours in 2021. 

Driving a Newbridge Motorsport Aston 
Martin Vantage GT4, former Caterham 
racer Topham and Turner won on their first 
outing together at last year’s Silverstone 
round. Only a track-limits penalty prevented 
another victory at Spa, while Topham’s 
progress was underlined by topping his 
qualifying session against the Silver-rated 
drivers at Oulton Park. They clinched the 
title despite missing the opening round. 

Aston Martin factory driver Turner, 
who had to skip a further round last year 
due to a clashing commitment at the 
Goodwood Festival of Speed, has committed 
to contesting the full season alongside 
bronze-graded Topham at the Richard 
Tovey-run Newbridge squad. The pair will 
attempt to become the first Pro-Am line-up 
to win the GT4 crown outright since 
Optimum Motorsport Ginetta drivers 
Graham Johnson and Mike Robinson in 2016. 

Topham noted that he faces greater 
expectation in his second year alongside 
three-time Le Mans class winner Turner. 

“I believe we have the pace to beat the 
Silver crews over a season but that relies 
on us maximising every weekend, 
sometimes banking solid points rather 


E 


je 


their family-run Team Abba Racing 
Mercedes-AMG GT3. The reigning GT 
Cup champions took a first outright win 
in British GT last season at Donington, 
and BRDC Rising Star Sam Neary said 
their prowess in 2021 meant they were “no 
longer the underdogs in some respects”. 

He added: “2021's results marked us 
out as race winners and regular podium 
contenders, which is absolutely the level 
we should be targeting each weekend.” 
JAMES NEWBOLD 


than worrying about podiums and wins,” he 
said. “With a bit more consistency, I have no 
doubt we can be overall contenders this 
year. That’s certainly the aim, anyway.” 
Turner added: “It was a nice surprise to 
win the Pro-Am championship last year 
considering Matt’s experience, but he 
had an incredible year and the team 
delivered a winning car. So now let’s 
see what we can do in 2022.” 
Meanwhile, father-and-son pair Richard 
and Sam Neary will continue aboard 


Ovenden and Wiggin stay in Minis 


MINI CHALLENGE and 2020 Mazda MX-5 
champion Wiggin, 
meanwhile, continues 
with the PerformanceTek 


squad he switched to 


the series is, but I was able 
to learn a huge amount 
from the team and I think 
that was reflected in the 
progress I made over the 


JEP/MOTORSPORT IMAGES, 


Mini Challenge Trophy race 
winners Tom Ovenden and 
Joe Wiggin will continue in 


JEP/MOTORSPORT IMAGES, 


Sixth overall in maiden 
season: Ovenden 
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the series for a second 
season this year. 

Excelr8 Motorsport driver 
Ovenden triumphed in a 
near-photo-finish in the final 
race of 2021 at Silverstone 
on his way to sixth in the 
standings, and is now looking 
to add more victories in his 
sophomore campaign. 

“Moving into the Mini 
Challenge Trophy was a big 
step given how competitive 


course of the year,” said the 
former Junior Rallycross ace. 
“Anything can happen 
when the field is so strong, 
but I’m going into 2022 
feeling confident about 
what I can achieve. With 
the ongoing support of 
the team, I’m hopeful 
that we will have the 
consistency required to 
challenge for the title.” 
Fellow race winner 


midway through last year. 

“T know I have the pace to 
Tun at the front and I want to 
show my true potential and 
fight for the championship 
title,” said Wiggin. 

They will be joined on the 
grid by Hungarian teenager 
Gergo Racz — a protege of 
2019 World Touring Car 
Cup champion Norbert 
Michelisz — who will drive 
for Excelr8 this season. 
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British Formula 4 champion 
Rees moves into GB3 with JHR 


GB3 


British Formula 4 champion Matthew Rees 
will remain with the JHR Developments 
team as he graduates to GB3 this season. 

Rees defied his lack of car racing 
experience to secure the F4 crown in 
his rookie campaign last year, including 
taking an impressive run of pole 
positions at the start of the season. 

He is now seeking to replicate that 
success in GB3 and feels it was “the 
logical step forward”. Rees added that 
the opportunity to continue with JHR 
was a key factor in choosing GB3. 

“F4 is a great feeder to GB3,” said Rees. 
“The other option would’ve been Formula 
Regional, which isn’t as close as the GB3 


grid. We had very generous offers from 
other teams, which is very nice to have, 
but the best option for us was JHR 


Rees has been out testing 
with JHR in the older- 
spec GB3 machine 


because we’ve built up a relationship. 

So far, in winter testing, we’ve shown we 
have some speed and maybe a bit more to 
come from both the team and myself.” 

Rees admitted that one of the areas 
he has been concentrating on has been 
building up his neck strength to cope with 
the additional downforce of the GB3 car, 
especially as the new-for-2022 model 
has an estimated 20% increase. 

JHR boss Steve Hunter believes Rees 
has the ability to fight for another title. 
“Tt was a really good year last year and the 
aim and goal is to repeat that,” he said. 

The team has raced sporadically in 
GB3 in the past few seasons but has 
recruited additional staff for 2022, 
when it plans to run three cars. Among 
those joining is long-time Manor 
engineer Pete Sliwinski. 

STEPHEN LICKORISH 


IN THE HEADLINES 


F1000 TEAM EXPANDS 


The Perpetuum Motorsport team 
that powered Lee Morgan (above) 
to last year’s F1000 crown is 
expanding to run two arrive-and- 
drive Jedis this season, alongside 
Morgan. One of these will be driven 
by Motorsport UK Academy karting 
graduate Alex Tuzzeo. “Personally, 

| look forward to coaching a young 
driver and seeing how they develop 
over time,” said Morgan. “Alex is the 
second new driver and additional car 
we’ve brought into the series, which 
we believe offers the best value for 
performance in club racing.” 


SHEPHERD'S FF1600 PLAN 


Classic Formula Ford 2000 ace 
Murray Shepherd plans to contest 
the National Formula Ford 
Championship in 2022. Shepherd, 
who is equally at home in historic 
and modern cars, also won the 
Locost title in 2020. His car will be 
a Medina Sport BH20 previously 
raced by Tom Ward, which he has 
recently acquired from B-M Racing 
and will be run as a private entry. 


TOM WALKER MEMORIAL 


The Tom Walker Memorial Trophy 
will be run asa full-season contest 


within TCR UK this year. In the past, 
the award - named in memory of the 
former VW Racing Cup competitor 
who died in 2019 - has been handed 
to the highest-scoring driver over a 
specific weekend in the defunct 

VW Cup or sister series TCR UK. 
Instead, it will be open to all rookie 
drivers and those who have yet to 
take a podium, with the highest- 
scoring driver at the end of the 

year winning the trophy. 


NEW CCRC APPOINTMENT 


Castle Combe Racing Club has 
appointed Catherine Dall’Occo as its 
new racing coordinator. Dall’Occo 
succeeds Jo Lewkowicz, who joined 
the Classic Sports Car Club at the end 
of last season following many years 
at the Wiltshire circuit. 


Three wins went Aspin’s 
way in GTS last year 


Aspin to Porsche 
and Team Parker 


PORSCHE CARRERA CUP GB 


Ginetta GT'5 Challenge frontrunner Will Aspin 
will switch to the Porsche Carrera Cup GB 
with Team Parker Racing this season. 

Aspin made his GT debut last year with 
Elite Motorsport after a season racing in 
Ginetta Junior and finished third in the 
standings, just two points behind runner-up 
John Bennett, after taking three wins. 

Aspin follows in the footsteps of other GTs 
stars in making the move to Carrera Cup. 

“I looked at people like Scott McKenna and 
Josh Malin, and they went from Ginetta GT's 
into a Cup car and did pretty well,” said Aspin. 
“I said to myself, ‘If they can do it, then I can’ 


Yes, it is a big jump as it’s a completely different 

car but, if you’re a good driver, you’ll get into it. 
“1 don’t want to take it easy this season. I’ve 

got the mentality that I’m not just here to 

learn — I’m here to make a point and I’m 

here to do well, because I want to win 

and enjoy a career in motorsport.” 
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Overflowing Mazda MX-5 
" ‘Supercup was the BRSCC’s 
| most popular series in 2021 


LMLLLELDLL LL ia 


il My ll yl Me aD 


New one-day 
MX-5 Supercup 
Clubman series 


MAZDA MX-5 SUPERCUP 


The British Racing & Sports Car Club 
will introduce a fourth series for Mazda 
MxX-ss this year, following surging 
interest in its MX-5 Supercup. 

The new Mazda MX-5 Supercup Clubman 
championship for Mk3 models of the 
sportscar mimics the Clubman series that 
was created in 2021 for the sister Mk1 
category. It is designed to be a low-cost 
version of the series, with both races at each 
round taking place on one day, reducing 
the time commitment of competing. 

The MX-s Supercup was the BRSCC’s 
most popular series last year, averaging 
a grid of 37 cars, and it regularly produced 
a reserve list of drivers who were unable 
to race. BRSCC bosses therefore felt that 
creating a second Clubman series was 
the best way to help tackle this problem. 

“Prior to a race meeting, we had 12 or 
14 reserves and we have to look after that 
demand rather than ignore it,” explained 
BRSCC head of formulae development Greg 


Graham. “As we did with the Mk1 MX-s5s 
and created the Clubman Championship, 
that’s the route for the Mk3s — it’s exactly 
the same thought process. We will leave 
the existing Mk3 championship as triple- 
headers over two days.” 

Graham added that the success of the 
new-for-2021 Mki Clubman championship, 
which attracted average grids of 25 cars, 
gave the club the belief that this was the 
right direction to take. “There’s no reason 
we think the Mk3s will be any different,” 
he said. “It allows everybody to race who 


has got a car and allows people to race 
who don’t have the financial wherewithal 
or time [for two-day meetings].” 

MX-s coordinator Mandy Andrew 
added: “My coordinator team and I 
will continue to provide the highest 
levels of support possible and, although 
the addition of the new Supercup Clubman 
Championship is going to make us even 
busier over a race weekend, it’s what 
our customers want and that’s what 
is most important to us.” 
STEPHEN LICKORISH 


Orange steps up to GT3 McLaren with O’Brien 


GT CUP union team Sale Sharks, 
claimed the 2020 outright 
and GTA titles alongside 
Joshua Jackson in a Team 
Hard-run Ginetta G55. 
He continued to 
campaign the Ginetta in 
2021 after switching to 
JMH, winning a second 
GTA crown and assisting 
Jackson’s GTH title tilt 


Simon Orange will step up 
to racing a McLaren 720S 
GT3 in the GT Cup this 
year, and will share his 
JMH-prepared Orange 
Racing machine with 
British GT race winner 
Michael O’Brien. 

Orange, owner of rugby 
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ina McLaren 570S GT4. 

The team plans to 

run the GT4 McLaren 

alongside the 720S. 
McLaren regular 

O’Brien joined the 

JMH squad in 2021 

for a part-season 

campaign alongside 

Jackson aboard the GT4. 

JAMES NEWBOLD 


GT Cup champion Orange 
is moving from GT4 to GT3 
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Three-time BRC champion 
Edwards eyes Irish Tarmac bid 


RALLYING 


Three-time British Rally champion Matt 
Edwards admits this year may be the time 
to try something different, with the Irish 
Tarmac Rally Championship top of his list. 

Edwards won last November’s Ulster 
Rally to be crowned British champion 
for an unprecedented third successive 
time, beating many of Ireland’s fastest 
asphalt drivers in the process. 

He has harboured ambitions for some 
time about committing to a full season 
on the other side of the Irish Sea, and now 
the 37-year-old is working on a deal. 

“Tam having to start again from scratch,” 
said Edwards, who insists he is prepared 
to work up to the eleventh hour before the 
opening round in Galway in early February 


to make a full campaign possible. “Because 
I’m going to compete in a different market, 
my current sponsors may not get the kind 
of return on investment they would like, 
which I completely understand, so I’m 
opening up the search.” 

Should Edwards succeed in securing the 
support he requires from businesses both 
north and south of the border, he feels he 
stands as good a chance as anyone of 
clinching the Irish Tarmac title. 

“T am as ready now as I think I ever will 
be to try something different — if I can 
make it happen,” he said. “The three BRC 
titles in a row, to do that, is quite iconic. 
Whereas I feel if I was to go and win a 
fourth, special as it would be, it wouldn’t 
carry as much weight as the third.” 

JASON CRAIG 


New BCV8 rules to aid competition 


MGBCV8 


The long-running MGBCV8 
Championship, which 
fielded grids averaging over 
20 cars in its 45th year, is 
aiming to further increase its 
competitiveness this year with 
a pair of regulation changes. 
The headline Class D 
for race-modified MGB 
GTV8s will limit suspension 
modification by requiring the 
car’s rear axle to be mounted 


to its leaf springs via a 
U-bolt in the traditional 
manner. Meanwhile, MGBs 
running to FIA Appendix K 
regulations will now have their 
own class, separate from the 
standard-specification cars 
they ran alongside in Class AB. 
“The rules have been 
tweaked to allow for a more 
competitive D class that 
should hopefully make the 
racing closer than ever,” 
said BCV8 committee 


chairman James Wheeler. 
“There’s more room to do 
things to an FIA car than our 
standard cars, which are very, 
very restricted. This change 
will hopefully encourage more 
FIA cars out, and encourage 
people to build and race more 
standard cars [which], for 
teasonably low money, you 
can get yourself out there 
in still quite a quick, 
competitive race car.” 
MARK PAULSON 


IN THE HEADLINES 


PORSCHE 9111S THE HERO 


Porsche 911 crew Paul Crosby and 
Andy Pullan battled snow, ice, rain 
and mud to take the win on the 
Historic Endurance Rallying 
Organisation’s Per Ardua ad 
Infinitum (always take the hard way) 
2022 opener in Somerset and Devon 
last weekend, HERO-ERA’s Winter 
Challenge to Monte Carlo event, 
meanwhile, has been postponed 

to 2023 amid the ongoing impact 

of the coronavirus pandemic. 


FOUR EVENTS FOR ‘50s SERIES 


A four-event calendar has been 
revealed for the Historic Sports Car 
Club’s new Griffiths Haig Trophy 
series for 1950s drum-braked sports 
and GT cars. The season will begin 
at Silverstone in May, before races 
as part of the Oulton Park Gold 

Cup and Castle Combe Autumn 
Classic fixtures. It will conclude 

at Dijon in October. 


PINTO SPORTS 2000 RACES 
The Sports Racing Car Club will 
run standalone double-headers 
for Historic-specification Ford 
Pinto-engined Sports 2000 cars 

at Donington Park on 2-3 April 

and Silvertone National circuit on 
23-24 April. Offered in response to 
competitor demand, the fixtures 
are on the same bill as its Duratec 
races. Each will be over 20 minutes’ 
duration. The categories will run 
together at the six subsequent 
championship rounds. 


KINGSBURY TO PREPARE 197 
Jack Kingsbury will sit out the 750 
Motor Club’s retitled Clio Sport 
Championship in 2022 to concentrate 
on building up a 197 model fora 
2023 entry, after the newer cars were 
granted their own class alongside 
the older 182 mainstays (see 
Autosport track test, 6 January). 

The 27-year-old from Hertford 
(below) finished runner-up in the 
standings for a second time in 2021, 
after a close season run-in against 
eventual champion Jack Dwane. 
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SONAX’ 


MADE IN GERMANY 


n May 2021 Anglo American Oil Company become the 
Sole UK distributor for SONAX Car Care products. 


The extensive product line includes Profiline, Xtreme, 
_ Professional and Car Wash ranges, covering every 
possible requirement, from the car enthusiast washing 
their car at home to the professional detailer. 


To discuss how we can help you, or to become a retailer, 
then get in touch now. 


01929 551557 


aaoil.co.uk 


Anglo American Oil Company is the exclusive UK importer for SONAX Car Care products. For more information, 
or for trade inquiries, visit aaoil.co.uk or call +44 (0) 1929 551557 
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New dawn for endurance racing 


The Britcar brand has grown steadily over the past few years, 
with a significant step forward being taken for the 2022 season 


STEFAN MACKLEY 


t was virtually agreed within one meeting, 
“ Ididn’t have to go to any more meetings to put 
I my case across, and I think that just shows what 
Britcar’s reputation is like within the industry” 
Claire Hedley’s drive and determination has 
taken the Britcar Endurance Championship to new heights 
for 2022, with it being granted national status by the governing 
body Motorsport UK, and therefore becoming the British 
Endurance Championship for the season ahead. It’s testament 
to the effort put in behind the scenes by Hedley — managing 
director and owner of the Britcar brand after she bought it 
from founder James Tucker in 2016 — andher team. 
The granting of national status is the culmination of the 
past five years’ work. Grid numbers have steadily risen, a 
new category — the Britcar Trophy — has been introduced, 
anda growing manufacturer in the form of Praga has generated 
interest through the championship and will have its own 
standalone races this season, still under the Britcar banner. 
Hedley makes no secret of the fact that she runs her 
championships asa business and “for our customers” It might 
seem obvious, that listening to what customers — or drivers 
and teams in this case — want shouldbe a given, but translating 
that into healthy grids isn’t always an easy task. Although in 
the case of‘national’ status, it was almost unanimous. 


“There's an appetite to get new 
manufacturers involved, after 
what was achieved with Praga” 


“I spoke toa few of my regular clients, saying,“Would it make 
any difference for you? Would it help in getting drivers? Is this a 
sort of stepping stone for your drivers going on to do the World 
Endurance Championship?” says Hedley.“And they said ‘definitely’, 
so [knew verbally [had the commitment, and when we put the 
social media out there it was very much‘go for it!” You have to get 
that response and that confidence to risk it, because obviously it’s a 
financial anda long-term commitment to do these sorts of things.” 

That commitment isa three-year agreement with Motorsport 
UK torun the British Endurance Championship. And despite the 
opening race being nearly two months away, 34 entries have already 
been confirmed for the new championship, which bodes well. 

For any series to continue flourishing, especially in the midst 
ofa global pandemic, is no easy task. And, despite an upward 


trend, even the Britcar Endurance Championship wasn’t immune 
to the fallout from the virus. At the end of 2019 it was announced 
that the series would visit Spain support of the World Endurance 
Championship, something that was rightly publicised as 
something ofa coup for Britcar. But, by the time the event 

came around in August 2020, just 10 cars were entered (most 

of them Revolutions) in the now non-championship event, 
because of strict travel restrictions. 

“There was nothing that we did wrong,” says Hedley, who 
adds that Britcar was unable to move the WEC support race to 
another year. “People were saying,‘We would have come if we 
could have got through the borders.’ They were all wanting to 
come but they couldn’t risk their businesses because 90% of our 
drivers are professional businessmen. They couldn’t risk being 
quarantined for two weeks when they came back. Soit was nothing 
Britcar, the brand or the championship was doing wrong.” 

The disappointment of Spa has meant any further overseas 
adventures are unlikely to happen, at least for the foreseeable 
future. But the 2022 calendar is still a strong one, with two visits 
to the Silverstone Grand Prix circuit planned, as wellas trips 
to Donington Park (on both the National and GP layouts), 

Oulton Park and Snetterton. 

There will also be a variation in race lengths, with two being 
held over three hours, while the remaining four are two-hour 
contests. To help cut costs, warm-up and qualifying will be 
combined into one 50-minute session, with the race taking place 
later the same day. That’s a formula that was implemented in 2020 
for both the Britcar Endurance and Trophy series, and worked 
for drivers and teams because it meant they spent less time 
away from family and business commitments, as well as 
spending less money in general. Again, another tick in 
the box for achampionship listening to its customers. 

This isn’t to say that Hedley doesn’t have ambitions of her 
own, and there’s a long-term goal of reintroducing a 24-hour 
race for GT cars, something not held in the UK since 2018. 

There’s also an appetite to get new manufacturers involved, 
after proving what can be achieved with Praga. The Czech 
company only joined with two cars in 2019, yet this season 
will have standalone races with“16 to 20 cars” expected. 

Allofthis success, of course, is no guarantee of a flourishing 
future, and Hedley is all too aware that nothing can be taken 
for granted. But, if the past five years are anything to goby, 
then there’s no reason to believe that the British Endurance 
Championship won’t become a staple of UK racing. 

“T’m hopeful,” says Hedley.“I’m not stupid to say we’re the 
best thing since sliced bread and we’re going to be here forever, 
whoknows, but I’ve got every intention of making this work.”.4# 
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REVISION FOR 


A POPULAR PROTOTYPE 


Just over a year ago, Autosport sampled Radical’s newest offering: the SR10. 


Now upgraded, it’s clear to see why it’s the manufacturer’s fastest-selling model 


BEN ANDERSON 


ortimao — or, rather, the Algarve International Circuit — 

is anincredible track. It’s long, fast, undulating, 

Pp challenging. Every time I drive it, come away exhausted 
and exhilarated from the effort and the concentration. 
Hanging on tothe steering (and you really are hanging 

on!) at more than 120mph around the right-hand parabolica that 

finishes the lap — unsighted through a plunging downhill entry, 

nasty bump on apex, trying not to bleed off the throttle too much, 

or at allif you dare... It never fails to take the breath away. 

The first corner is a rapid right-hander, approached at well over 
15omph, witha steep, downhill braking zone. There’s an apex over 
asteep rise at Turn 4, ablind exit at Turn 8, ablindentry at Turn10o. 
This circuit has‘kinks’ that require driving rather than relaxing, 
corners that lead immediately into short, heavy braking zones. 

There’s uphill, downhill and gravel traps... 

This place has everything. The perfect venue to drive high- 
performance racing cars, Beautiful Portuguese winter weather too 
— sun, and ambient temperatures above 16C even as Christmas fast 
approaches. The ideal way to escape dreary December in Britain. 

Iowe my brief extraction from cold winter’s nights to Radical 
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Sportscars. Business in the world of low-volume, open-topped sports- 
prototypes is booming, and Radical naturally wants to shout about that. 
One year on from the launch of its newest model — the turbocharged 
SRio — which Autosport was among the first anywhere in the world 

to drive, Radical has been busy selling cars, and upgrading them. 

The SRio I drove at Bedford Autodrome during the UK’s November 
2020 lockdown was the very first of its kind. The 425bhp Ford 
EcoBoost-derived engine was impressive, but the power delivery 
was quite abrupt, and the car had only just rolled off the production 
line so had undergone absolutely no set-up work whatsoever. The 
result was something that felt short of its potential. Power-on 
understeer was the overriding impression. 

What a difference 12 months can make. Ina record year for Radical 
—almost 200 cars produced — the SR10 has gone on to become 
the fastest-selling model in Radical history: 85 and counting at 
the time of writing, at a base cost of £109,500 (excluding VAT) each. 

Radicalis so sure it has penetrated the zeitgeist with this car that 
Autosport has been invited back for another test drive, to learn what 12 
months of development can do. To see what the SRi10 is really made of. 

What’s changed exactly? Well, to start with, you can have the 


RADICAL SR10 TRACK TEST CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Redpath (left) reveals around 70 
SR10s have already been built 


“OUR FACTORY SET-UP WAS VERY 
SAFE, SO WE’VE REFINED THAT 
SO IT’S ALITTLE BIT EDGIER NOW” 


so it’s alot more satisfying to drive.” 

Pinkerton says Radical found the chassis was capable of dealing 
with more torque than the original engine map produced, with the 
Hewland transmission initially designed for the FIA Formula 2 car. 
Therefore, he says with “a lot of trickery in the ECU — youknow, 
pedal progression versus map targets, lots of graphs! — we’ve actually 
been able to increase the torque in the lower gears, but also through 
all the gears you have more torque earlier in the curve. 

“The [new] map really has just allowed 
us to deploy that torque and fire the car 
out of the corners,” he adds.“Also, we 
found on downchangesit can lock the 
rear axle ever so slightly, so we refined 
that as well. It’s just small updates here 
and there put together to make quite a 
nice improvement from where we were.” 

Allthis means the revised SR10 is 
now arounda second quicker than the 
first iteration and, depending on circuit, 
somewhere between 0.5 and 1s quicker 
thanan SR8, making it Radical’s fastest, 
as wellas fastest-selling, model. 

Radical’s group sales and marketing 


steering column raised on your 2022-spec SR10 — which is handy 
because the original position was much too low, making it near- 
impossible to read the flashy new AiM data display on the steering 
wheel while motoring. Radical’s engineers have also worked hard on the 
suspension geometry — to give the car better balance — while revising 
the mapping on that turbocharged engine to deliver more torque, 
and to make that torque delivery more linear, thus easier to handle. 
Double SRi Cup champion James Pinkerton, who is also 
Radical’s head of powertrains, says the SR10 inits revised 
2022 spec is a“game changer” for Radical. 
“Just the durability, the performance it delivers — straightline 
performance now is on par witha GT3 car,”he tells Autosport. 
“Our factory set-up was very safe, so we’ve refined that so it’s 
alittle bit edgier now — youcan put the car where you want it, 


director, Dan Redpath, says the 
Peterborough factory has been working 
“full tilt” since launching the SRio and, 
at the time of writing, has built around 70. 
So popular is the new model that Radical 
soldas many units in SR10’s first four 
monthsas the venerable SR8 sold in its first four years. 

“We've sold a lotof cars,” Redpath says.“When I first joined in 
January 2020, the portfolio was very heavy on SR3. Four out of five 
cars we were making at that time were SR3. SR10’s rebalanced that. 
SR3’s now one out of two. SR10 is just under 40% — 378% is SR1o.” 

Radical has also opened 12 new dealerships over the past 24 months, 
taking it to 32 in 21 countries. Redpath reckons the SR1o0 — whichis 
eligible to race in the UK Radical Challenge — has hit a“sweet spot” 
with customers because, if you’re an SR3 owner, youcan now get higher 
than SR8 levels of performance for what Redpath says are“comparable” 
running costs to a1so00cc-engined SR3. If you’re an SR8 owner, you 
can reduce your running costs substantially for no hit in performance. 
The SR10 will give you faster lap times, the same peak horsepower and 
double the torque, for double the SR8’s average engine rebuild time. >> 
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CLUB AUTOSPORT RADICAL SR10 TRACK TEST 


Revised SR10 is around a second 
wa quicker than the original car 


Extra durability is key for what is now Radical’s primary market in 
the United States. There, many owners doa UK season’s worth of 
running ina matter of months on private, country club-style racing 
‘estates’— which means SR8s will get very tired, very quickly. 
“Two thirds of everything we make in Peterborough finds its 
way across the pond to the States,” explains Redpath.“The UK is 
probably about 6 or 7%. A race weekendat Silverstone, you could 
probably do three hours; as a private country club member with an 
open pitlane, five days a week... The 80 hours we think of as a season 
anda halfina European mindset, for them that’s‘I’ve got acouple 
of months off work, I’ll do my 80 hours in those two months” 
We won’t be doing quite that much running during my test, 
though Radical has generously arranged the timetable to mimic 
what a potential customer could expect to get during a typical 
sampler day. After consulting with Radical test drivers Michael 
Lyons (of Historic Formula 1 fame) and Sean Doyle, we tweak 
the programme slightly so I can lap solo for the duration, 
rather than beginning as a passenger. 
First up is what you might call a warm-up outing in Radical’s 
entry-level SRi model. I tried this car once before, onacoldand 
damp morning at Donington Park, and I didn’t really get on withit. 
The car had an unsettling tendency to snap straight into oversteer 
under braking, and grossly underestimated the ability of the chassis, 
on grooved tyres, to hold onas gamely as it does in high-speed corners. 
Lyons describes the car as“pitch sensitive”and compares the 
driving style required to Formula Ford but with more high-speed 
grip. That’s a pretty good summary. To cope with the quirks, you 
basically wind the brake bias as far forwards as possible, commit as 
much entry speedas the tyres and aero will allow, correct any snaps 
on the way in, then exercise patience to avoid inducing understeer 
with the throttle before you’re pointing correctly out of the corners. 
I’m obviously not here to break down the nuances of an SR1, but 


Autosport first got to grips with 
Portuguese track in entry-level SR1 — 


One of the many upgrades to the 
SR10 is adjusted steering column 


three 20-minute runs in this car allow me to dial into the circuit in 
readiness for the main event. experiment with my braking point at 
Turn 1, finding somewhere between 100m and somis the way to go. 
Fourth gear is better than fifth here. Second is fine for Turn 3, once 
you’ve got the car rotating on entry. Then it’s full gas through Turn 4, 
up to fourth gear on the blind exit; wait until 40m to brake for the 
downhill hairpin at Turn 5 — take second gear and nibble that apex kerb. 
Climbing back up the hill, the Turn 7 kink turns out to bea lift in 
fourth, before braking down to third for Turn 8. This corner has a 
wide exit, sono need to worry too much about the apex kerb. Turn10 
is blind over acrest on approach, so the key is to wait as longas you 
dare before braking, while trying not to 
approach too wide, making the track no 
longer than it needs tobe. Third gear is 
better than second, because again the wide 
angle of turn allows you to carry more speed. 
Brake just after the surface change and 
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drop down to second for the tight left at 
Turn 13, then up to third just before the 
Luffield-esque double right at Turn 14. 
Short shift to fourth on exit then grab fifth 
just before the entry to that parabolica. This 
can be done full throttle, but you need to be 
careful of the bump at the apex and the wind 
trying to blow you sideways. This is where 
youreally feel the physicality of the circuit 
on your neck, so I’m already wondering 
about the extra severity of this in SR1o... 
Asit turns out, Ineedn’t have worried. 
Trading what Redpath calls“slightly quicker 


“TWO THIRDS OF EVERYTHING WE MAKE 
IN PETERBOROUGH FINDS ITS WAY 
ACROSS THE POND TO THE STATES” 


thanaGT4 car”in SR1 for SRio also means a slightly different 
driving style. The SR10 I drive for my two runs doesn’t yet have 
the benefit of 2022’s revised brake package — bigger discs, bigger 
calipers, plus additional cooling — so you can feel the extra weight 
of that Ford-inspired drivetrain still pushing you along whenever 
you try to decelerate quickly. 

Otherwise, the car is absolutely nailed on — fantastic stability 
through the high-speed corners (which are all arriving much faster 
now!) and tremendous acceleration. Portimao has an impossibly 
long main straight, with a bit of uphill after you come off that 
parabolica, and often cars will run out of steam quite early 
before Turn 1. This thing feels like it can go onand on. 

The direction of travel in this market seems to be carbon chassis, 
but Redpath reiterates Radical’s commitment to spaceframe design — 
comparing it to the “special” characteristics of old Lotus cars, and the 
need to be“careful custodians of that” 

“The feedback we get from professional drivers is that the [Radical] 
chassisis very intuitive,” he adds.“They can really feel what the car 
is doing in terms of weight transfer and dynamics and the way it 
moves through a corner. It’s protecting that sort of feel.” 

Driving carbon cars like the Praga R1, in the wet especially, the grip 
can be difficult to sense precisely. SR10 telegraphs everything through 
your backside, and if you do overstep the mark — as I do once or twice at 
Turn1— the chassis is forgiving enough to allow you to bring it back. 

During my first run, | work down to a1m47.65s best, against a 
reference lap of 1m43.77s set by Doyle. He suggests the extra physicality 
needed through the final corner here transfers from neck to arms inthe 
SR10, and he is right. Handily, Radical will now offer a power steering 
module as part of the upgrade package. 

A quick review of the data shows nothing too surprising — my basic 
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perfectly suited to 
5 ortimao, including 
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driving style is about right, but I’m 8mph down through Turn1, and 


arriving at some other corners alittle too slowly — r 
onabit too long. Before my second runis curtailed 


making them go 
by unexpected 


rain(!), [refine my driving well enough to post a1m46.223s best — 


not quite breaking into the 1m45sas the dashboard 


several times 


predicts, thanks to traffic and some scruffiness on my part. 
The data shows I’m mainly losing time through a slight lack of 


confidence through the blind uphill kink at Turn 4, 
the slower corners in the second half of the lap — br. 
right point but bleeding off the pedal a bit too quic! 


the style of the SR1, which is then delaying the point 


properly back on the gas to take full advantage of al 


andalso through 

‘aking at about the 
ly, rolling speed in 
at whichIcan get 
that extra torque. 


This shows how easy one can transfer habits from one car to the 


next. But I’m encouraged when Doyle and Lyons te 


1 me:“many guys 


we coach wouldn’t get down to that lap time”. To be within 2.5s after 


two short runs ina car I’ve barely driven isa pleasin 
I’ve thoroughly enjoyed myself, lapping what must 
of Europe’s finest circuits. 


ig outcome. And 
be said is one 


As I depart, Radical is gearing up for another full day of play — 
messing around with race formats for the coming season, looking 


forward to celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2022, 
abright future led by this fantastic new car. 4 
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JAMIE WHINCUP: 
DRIVE OF A LIFETIME 
Scott Gullan 

RRP £16.99 


Jamie Whincup and the term ‘open 
book’ have never been a good fit. 
While not a recluse, the seven-time 
Australian Supercars champion has 
famously kept a large part of his life 
outside the cockpit at arm’s length from the public. 
He’s long worked to the theory that it’s his car racing 
that he shares with the world and the rest, well, 

that’s for him to worry about. 

Shielding so much of himself from the public, 
particularly the sport-loving Australian fans who expect 
so much from athletic stars, has always left Whincup in 
a weird space with them. Statistically he’s the greatest 
Supercars driver of all time, with more titles, race wins 
and poles than anyone else. The perception that he’s no 
good at Bathurst is easily countered by the fact that 
he’s a four-time ‘Great Race’ winner. His career has 
been nothing short of remarkable. 

Yet he’s never been a universal fan favourite like 
Craig Lowndes, Peter Brock or Dick Johnson, or a 
love-him-or-hate-him-style figure like Mark Skaife or 
Russell Ingall. He’s always just been... misunderstood, 
his calm, nice demeanour often seen as disingenuous 
or mistaken for arrogance. 

Perhaps his new autobiography Jamie Whincup: 

Drive of a Lifetime will help race fans gain a deeper 


D LOWS OF 


REATEST 


understanding of what has made the Supercars 
GOAT tick for the past 20-odd years. 

It wouldn’t be fair to say it’s a warts-and-all look 
at Whincup’s life and times, because that’s not the 
Australian’s style. But to his credit the troughs are 
given as much air time as the peaks, if not more. 

Whincup delves into his infamous sacking from 
Garry Rogers Motorsport during his rookie season 
in 2003, pinpointing the moment he thinks his 
relationship with Rogers hit the skids. He talks in 
detail about his trio of high-profile Bathurst 1000 
failures between 2014 and 2016 and, even years on, 
isn’t overly apologetic about any of them. In fact, he 
names 2014 as one of the best races he’s been involved 
in despite it having drawn the ire of his team after he 
ignored repeated calls to manage his fuel — “The more 
showed how happy I was with the performance, the 
angrier [Roland Dane, team boss] got...” 

He covers off the contract clash between Red Bull 
and Monster that landed him in court and almost 
enched him for the start of the 2013 season, and 
touches on his infamous revelation early in his 
career that he wouldn’t race past the age of 30 
cause there was more to life than motorsport. 

He also looks at his polarising relationship with 
race fans. There’s a wide range of contributing factors 
at play, he says, including tall-poppy syndrome and 
being forced to jump from Ford to Holden with Triple 
Eight in 2010. But he also accepts that his own attitude 
towards fans, both in person and through the media, 
has played its part. “I did a really good job of giving 
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Whincup doesn’t shy away 
from addressing negative 
aspects of his career 


ain ae 


someone who might have a fifty-fifty view on me 


every opportunity to say, ‘He’s a wanker’” 


The book isn’t an encyclopedia of his wins, 


which, 


with 124 to his name, is a good thing. That would have 
been tedious. Entire seasons, even very successful 
ones, are at times summed up quite quickly — and 


cleverly tied into Whincup’s greater ‘journey’ 


in life. 


In that way, there’s a keen motivational element 
to the book — and apparently that’s how Whincup 


wanted it to be written. There is a lot about t! 


eC 


life lessons he has lived and how he has improved 
from them. As you read, aspects such as his fastidious 
nature and uncompromising racing style all start 


to make more sense. He goes into great detail 
about fitness, success and happiness. But it al 
avoids being overly corny, a tightrope well wa 
by ghost writer Scott Gullan. 


1 
ked 


Given Whincup has been so private, the insight into 


the moments that made him are genuinely fascinating. 


As is the opportunity to see more of his famil 


particularly his relationship with his late father, David. 
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Newly crowned Formula 1 world 
champion Max Verstappen will 
headline the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans Virtual by Motorsport 
Games this weekend. 

The Dutchman is among a 
contingent of real-life drivers 
set to take part in the virtual 
event, which was first held in 
2020 when the Le Mans 24 Hours 
was postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Joining Red Bull driver 
Verstappen on the grid will 
be CART and IMSA SportsCar 
champion and ex-F1 driver Juan 
Pablo Montoya, racing alongside 
his son Sebastian in a Le Mans 
Virtual Series guest car, and 
IndyCar race winner Felix 
Rosenqvist, who will have 
Verstappen alongside him 
in the Team Redline entry. 

Other single-seater stars on 
the list include former Williams 
F1 young driver and Formula E 
star Oliver Rowland, Formula E’s 
Sergio Sette Camara, Indy 500 
driver Sage Karam, plus Bent 
Viscaal, Felipe Drugovich, 

Victor Martins and W Series 
racer Beitske Visser. 

There will be a W Series entry, 
which features pro drivers 


Fabienne Wohlwend and Ayla 
Agren and their two female sim 
driver team-mates, Emily Jones 
and Lyubov Ozeretskovskaya. 

Aslew of successful names 
from sportscar racing will also 
be on the grid, including 2020 24 
Hours of Le Mans Virtual winner 
Louis Deletraz together with his 
2021 European Le Mans Series 
co-champion Yifei Ye, 2021 Petit 
Le Mans class winner Gabriel 
Aubry, Job van Uitert, Dani 
Juncadella and Arthur Rougier. 

World Endurance GTE Am 
champion Nicklas Nielsen, 
former DTM title winner Bruno 
Spengler, Porsche specialists 
Matt Campbell and Ben 
Barker, and current British 
GT3 champion Dennis Lind 
will also appear. 

A total of 200 drivers are 
set to compete in the event, 
which takes place this weekend 
(15-16 January) and will be 
livestreamed via Motorsport.tv 
from 1330 on Saturday. 

Allinformation on the 

event can be found on 
www.lemansvirtual.com. 
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The #3 Ecurie Ecosse Jaguar D-type shared by 
Innes Ireland and Masten Gregory leads the 
privately entered #33 MGA Twin Cam of Ted Lund 
and Colin Escott, and the Ron Flockhart/John 
Lawrence #8 Ecurie Ecosse Tojeiro-Jaguar during 
the 1959 Le Mans 24 Hours. Emblematic of a race in 
which there were only 13 finishers, none of this trio 
made it to the flag: the D-type, having run as high 
as second, was struck down by engine problems 
seven hours in, overheating overcame the Tojeiro 
halfway through, while the MG fell short of the 
finish by three hours thanks to a broken gearbox. 
Meanwhile, in the foreground is, we reckon, the 
victorious works Aston Martin DBR1 of Roy Salvadori 
and Carroll Shelby (with the Brit at the wheel), 
which led home a dominant 1-2 for David Brown 
Racing, ahead of Maurice Trintignant/Paul Frere. 
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